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Imphilo yemlandvo wemlandvo

Conceta La Mazza watalwa eNovara di Sicilia nga 1936, litubulo lase Domenico
La Mazza nase Teresa Curen. Nga 1950, ngemuva kwesikhatsi lesihluphekile sekutsi
"sabelwe" ku anti lomake, wafinyelela batali bakhe eDomodossola, lapho asahlala
khona nemyeni wakhe Giuseppe. Unebantfwana labatsatfu: Armando, Luciano
naDaniela. Muva nje engcondvweni vyakhe sifiso lesikhulu sekukhumbula
ebuntfwaneni bakhe baseNovarese futsi naku kutala kwaloku lokusondzelene,
kwemuntfu sicu, kepha lokugcwele ema-anecdotes kanye nekubhekisa ngemvelo
yaleso sikhatsi sekufakwe: live, emaphandleni, emaphandleni Bantfu, imikhuba |,
emasiko aleyo ndzawo eminyakeni lemnyama yeMphi Yelive Yesibili.







Emandla layinhloko ekubhala.

Le concetta lencane iphatsiswe bomalume futsi iphocelelwa kutsi ihlale eCastrangia ekati likhashane
nelive kanye nebangani base Castrangia. Ngaleyondlela uhamba ngekwakhe nge Crucis ngekuhlala
yedvwa eminyakeni lelukhuni yemphi emkhatsini wendlala, kunganaki sikhatsi, tinhlangano
letikholelwa etinkholweni kanye nekuphatfwa kabi. Ngemuva kwemphi kufuduka lokungenakugwemeka
kanye nekucala, ngekwemvelo kumatima, eNyakatfo.

Konkhe loku kutjelwa ngekubuka kwentfombatana lephindze ivakashele tigaba tekukhula kwemuntfu
enkumbulweni futsi ngubani ngekusha lokumangalisako kanye nentambo lencane ye irony isinika
injabulo yekufundza - ekugcineni - indzaba lekhombisako yemmango wetfu wemndeni, lokhona
kujabulisa. tsine ngalokujulile futsi loko ngekwalomunye wetfu.

Kulenoveli lemfisha yaConcetta La Mazza, lombhalo uvala wonkhe umtsetfo futsi ubuyela eminyakeni
yekucala, ukhululekile kunoma nguyiphi i-schematism lesemtsetfweni, lecondziswa yi-arcana
lengekhatsi, iba ngumfula logcwele locindzetelako, yimvula lenemandla yemphefumulo.

Tibalo tabomalume, Antonia na Michele, tiyakhumbuleka, njengoba nje umfanekiso wa Novara
njengekuphana, ugocotela futsi umnandzi njengoba bulukhuni futsi bulukhuni buhlala bungakhohlwa.

Ekugcineni, sigaba lesimatima sekutfomba uma kwenteka lokungeke kulungiswe, kepha umcondvo
lomncane awuyekeli esiphetfweni lesibuhlungu, sibonga sibindzi sakhe nelitsemba lakhe lelingacrinti
esikhatsini lesitako, sibonga emehlo akhe kutsi bakhonile kubuka... ngale kwa. lokuluhlata
sasibhakabhaka sesibhakabhaka!




NINO BELVEDERE



“I-Calvary yacala kimi. Kungenteka kutsi bekulilanga lelibi kakhulu, lihlobo la
1938 lacala, bengineminyaka lemibili budzala futsi anti wami wafika wangilandza.
Esikhwameni sendvwangu wabeka ibhulukwe kanye nemaphenti lamabili, wase
uyamnaki konkhe ngashiya indlu yami. Bengincane kakhulu kangangekutsi
bengingakhoni kubona kutsi i-Via Crucis yami itawucala ngalelo langa.




Ngale kweluhlata sasibhakabhaka Iwesibhakabhaka

Sehluko Primo - Indlu yababe

Manje sekuyindzawo lendzala lengakahlalwa bantfu, lephefumula ngema cobwebs
futsi ihlaselwe ngema tarmes kepha, esikhatsini lesidze lesengcile, eNovara,
lidolobha lelilele ngaphansi kwengaba lenkhulu etintsabeni ta Mesina, endzaweni
leseceleni esigodzini se Engia bekune indlu lesedvute nemtfombo. Umnyango
wekungena waniketa sitebhisi sangekhatsi lesaholela esitezi sekucala lapho
bekuneligumbi lelincane lebelinekhibhodi yetigodvo: bekuligumbi lekulala.
Ukhuphukele phansi ngetulu futsi bekunekhishi, kube bekungabitwa. Ekhoneni,
kwabekwa litje le slab lapho khona umlilo kanye ne tripod yensimbi kwabekwa
khona lebeyisetjentiswa kubeka imbita ye pasta. Ngaphambilini, kulenga
eludongeni, lokumnyama lokumnyama njengenkhundla, lifosholo letigodvo, ema




clivels lamabili, munye lomncane futsi munye lomkhulu, hhavini wekupheka
sinkhwa, eceleni kwesifuba hhafu we hacks, litafula, "furzzi" letimbili kanye ne.
situlo se Rengine. Ekugcineni kwaba nendzawo, ne balcony lebuke i-alley, lapho
bekunembhedze nje esikweleni. Lowo mgodzi bekungumbuso lapho khona mkhulu
longumfelokati wahlala nga 1934. Kwatfolakala i-latrine yelitje emantini
langaphansi kwemanti ngesembonyo setigodvo. Njengoba bekute imfucuza,
lokugcina bekufanele kukhonte kunciphisa liphunga lelakhishwa. Kuliciniso, lendlu
beyite emanti lageletako kanye nekukhanya kwagezi, lokulula kutsi ngalawo
malanga bebangenawo ngisho nema- barons. Eceleni kwalo bekunesango letigodvo
lelaholela eBaglio lapho khona tinkhukhu betihleti khona etigodvweni.

Kulelikhona, ngaphandle kwemhlaba, make bekahlala ndzawonye nababe
lomkhulu, lobekangumthungi, banakabo lababili kanye nadzadze, bonkhe labadzala
kunaye, bebashadile futsi nabo bahlala eNovara. Make wami beka-blonde, abe
mncane, abutsakatsaka kakhulu kwemtsetfosisekelo, bekanetimphawu letibucayi
kakhulu futsi leyo lebeyinakwe kakhulu ebusweni bakhe, kanye nelubisi,
bekunemehlo lamabili lamakhulu laluhlata sasibhakabhaka, cishe ngaso sonkhe
sikhatsi wetfukile futsi udvumatekile. Mhlawumbe kufa kwamake ngekushesha,
ngesikhatsi  aneminyaka  lengemashumi  lamabili  -ngemane  budzala,
bekuyimbangela yebutsakatsaka bakhe bemtimba nekutiphatsa.

Ngemuva kweminyaka lembalwa ashonile gogo, make wami, ngibonga
kungenelela kwalomunye wema-comares akhe, wahlangana neNkhosana Charming
yakhe. Babe wami bekangumndeni lobukeka kahle wase Badiavecchia, lowaphatsa
I-tavern leneligwayi nekudla. Abengumndeni wetisebenti letinkhulu, futsi babe
bekangumuntfu, ngekusho kwawo wonkhe umuntfu, muhle kakhulu, lomudze,
lonsundvu, ngekushesha futsi abetsandza kungena. Wahlala encenyeni lekhashane
nelidolobha: ngetinyawo, nge lena lenhle, ngesigamu selihora lowatfola. Babe
wakhe watfutsa emalahle etigodvo. Lomake bekangumfati loshintjashintjako,
ekuseni waya eNovara ne mule kuyotsenga tinhlobo labatiniketa esitolo: emagwayi,




luswayi kanye nekudla lokudliwako. Ngihlala ngigcoka inhle nge shawl lenkhulu
lemnyama entanyeni, nayo yatsenga leliphephandzaba kute ligcine emakhasimende
ati. Bekukuphela kwesitolo kule hamlet kanye nenhlalakahle -bekuleyo ndlu, noma
bekunemilomo lesiphohlongo yekudla, bekute kushoda.

Ngasekupheleni kusihlwa wasita ngebatsengi nyalo labakhanyako - kanye

nesikhwama sakhe semali - kwenta liwayini lidze ngegazethi lemibalabala.
Njengobe bantfwana bangahlali uyawutfola lifa lemsebenti webatali, babe
bekafundze umsebenti wesandla saloyo locobhulako. Ngemuva

kwekutibandzakanya lokwatsatsa tinyanga letimbalwa babe namake, bake bashada,
bahamba bayowenta sidleke sabo selutsandvo endlini emtfonjeni esigodzini sase-
ENGIA. Ngemuva kwetinyanga letiyimfica ngemuva kwetinyanga letiyimfica
ngafika kulomhlaba futsi, ngekusho kwelisiko laseningizimu lelingcwele,
bengineligama lagogo longubabe, Concetta. Nanobe bengineminyaka lemubi
nginesikhumba lesimnyama nalesishwabene, bengihlala ngikhala. Lomkhulu,
aniketwe kutsi besingenayo i-cradle, waphocelelwa kutsi angikhangwe lonkhe
lilanga lelingcwele emkhonweni wakhe, busuku belala eLatvian nababe namake.
Ngekusho kwawo wonkhe umuntfu, bengimubi kakhulu futsi ngingabeketeleleki.
Ngemuva kwetinyanga letimbalwa, njengobe umsebenti walelive sewuyindlala,
babe wancuma kuya emsebentini eSardinia. Watsi nakehamba waya kulesinye
sichiwi washiya make wakhe nalentfombatana ikhala futsi lesinye silwane
lasikhahlela esibeletfweni.

Ngesikhatsi nginetinyanga letingemashumi lamabili, dzadzewetfu Rosa watalwa.
Leligama belingugogo lomake. Ngalokwehlukile ku Concetta, Rosa - njalo ngekuya
kwamake wami - bekamuhle, amhlophe futsi apinki yebala, tinwele letinsundvu
lebetihlela buso lobuvumelanako lobuhlotjiswe ngemehlo lamabili lamahle laluhlata
sasibhakabhaka: imbali, njengeligama lakhe! Kangangobe uma make ahamba aye
emtfonjeni ayotsatsa emanti ane pink bangani bakhe emikhonweni yakhe wambuta
kutsi kungenteka njani kutsi atale emadvodzakati lamabili lehluke ngalokuphelele. -
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CHIS CCa, Rusina, kute kutsi Billicchia abe, kepha uMbhali...- Lona, Rosina, kute
kutsi kube kuhle, kepha lomunye... batsi bangani labakhuluma tindzebe. Ngaleso
sikhatsi, kulesimo ngachubeka ngingaphumuli, kwaba shengatsi ngiyacwayisa ema-
omen elusizi lwami, ngiyabonga Nkulunkulu wacinisela, ngisho nobe angayekeli
umsebenti.

Kutjela le-sequel kulendzaba, kwekucala, kufanele ngikwetfule ku-anti wami
Antonia, ngamafuphi, zi 'nuoia. Ngudzadzewabo lomdzala wamake wami,
emkhatsini walaba lababili bebaneminyaka lelishumi nesikhombisa yemehluko.
Bekangumfati lophansi kanye nekudla kwebantfwana, netinwele takhe letingcolile
lebetiwela emehlweni akhe. Buso bakhe lobunganakwa bukhombisa iminyaka
leminyenti kunalabo labebanayo futsi ekubukeni kwakhe lokungenalutfo
kwahlushwa kuphela. Ngesikhatsi aneminyaka lengemashumi lamabili budzala,
ngaleso sikhatsi njengendvodza, washada nalomunye umzala wakhe wekucala,
wavele wabuya emisebentini lese Sempione Gallery, lowahlala angumfelokati futsi
anendvodzana leneminyaka lemitsatfu. Yena, malume wami Michele, Zi Michert,
bekangumuntfu lophansi futsi bekabonakala ayikhophi ye-plebeian yeNkhosi
Vittorio Emanunule I11, bekahlala endlini yakhe emgwacweni lonesici kakhulu
kulelive ngetinyatselo leticishe tibe ngemamitha lamabili ngebubanti. Bekuyindlu
lenhle. Esitezi lesiphansi bekunesitolo sekubata lesinekhawunta lenkhulu
lesemkhatsini lenekubamba, emakhabethe lamabili elubondza lapho bekahlala
khona raspe, ema chisels, amunca, imigodzi kanye nekuchobosela, i-lathe kutsi
ijikelete tinyawo tematafula lawakhako, i-mola lebeyidzinga. Kugijima ema plales
kanye nema blades, sitofu setigodvo lesine saucepan kwentela kuhlanganisa le glue,
ematafula lahlanganiswe yonkhe indzawo, lenye i sega lenamatsele eludongeni,
lenye inhlanhla lefana nekugibela emahhashi, timphondvo tetimbuti kanye nema
turtlers, ngamafuphi, lelinye lalawo magumbi latsi nga. manje bangemhlaba
wetinkhumbulo kuphela.
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Sitebhisi lesentiwe ngetigodvo lesiletfwe esitezi sekucala, lapho khona
bekunemagumbi lamabili lavulekile lanemathayela e ceramic, bunjinga ngalawo
malanga, ibhodi leseceleni leyentiwe ngumalume wami, usofa, litafula kanye
naletinye titulo letihlangene ne raffia, intsambo yetibhidvo yetinhlobo. Kusuka
ebhalkhoni lelibuke umgwaco loya ku mezzagosto, lapho khona umgcwaco we
Assumption ubheke e-abbey usukela emuva, bekukhonakala kutsinta inhloko
lefakwe umchele yeMadonna. Kusuka esitezi sesibili esikhundleni saloko ungabona
IRocca Salvatesta nasembili, ngekucwebetela emkhatsini wetindlu, ungatsandza
indzawo lenhle kakhulu yetintsaba lebeyelula kancane kancane, ngale kweluhlata
sasibhakabhaka Iwesibhakabhaka, kuze kube selwandle lapho khona, ikakhulukati
elwandle emalanga entfwasahlobo lesha lapho khona bekute inkhungu, bewubona
enkhundleni yemkhatsi wase Vulcano bese uLipari, Stromboli kanye nato tonkhe
letinye tichingi: umbukiso wemvelo, likhadi leposi lelikhanyako lelinemibala
leminyenti.

Lesinye sitebhisi lesasibuyela emuva esitezi sekucala, lapho bekunekhishi khona
kanye neligumbi lekulala, lendzawo yekucala kakhulu beyifakwe hhavini
wetigodvo yesinkhwa kanye nesitofu sensimbi lefakwe emalahle kwentela kupheka.
Akungabateki kutsi bekuyindlu lenhle, ngaphandle kwekungakhululeki ekhishini
ngaphandle kwesinki ngekukhipha emanti kute kuphutfume imisebenti yendlu
lebaluleke kakhulu. Ngalawo malanga letinye tintfo letidvudvutako betisolo
tingacabangeki. Emanti ecinisweni atsatfwa atsatfwa emtfonjeni wemmango
endzaweni ye zinc quartara bese aletsa esitezi sesibili lapho khona watfululwa
khona nge terracotta kiss kwentela kugeza titja. Njengobe bekute kukhishwa
kulesinki, emanti ale basil abuyiselwa esitezi phansi ajikijelwa endlini yangasese.
Kumfati bekungumsebenti lokhatsala kakhulu. Simo sekusebenta nalesihlazisako,
emkhawulo wako konkhe Kkucinisela kwebantfu, wafika emgodleni wakhe
ngesikhatsi sekwehla ngesikhatsi Anti Antonia, ngenca yekuhlonipha indvodza
yakhe, bekufanele adle esitjeni sinye lapho acale khona yena, futsi, mhlawumbe. ,
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godson waphindzaphindza Intfo lefanako, kepha anginayo inkumbulo letsite
ngaloko.

Malume Michele bekayindvodza ledzabukisako futsi lecasukako njengemsebenti
njengesilima, esikhundleni senhlitiyo lebekane-sandstone maglio. Emehlweni akhe
angikaze ngibone kucwebetela kwemusa nobe kuhawukela labanye. Wahlukanisa
anti wakhe endlini kute anakekele indvodzana yakhe, kwadzingeka kutsi alungisele
kudla, kute amkhonte futsi njalo atsi yebo, yebo, yebo. Bekungakhoni ngisho
nekuvela kule balcony ngaphandle kwaloko bebanenkinga, kantsi cishe njalo
kusihlwa wacedza lomsebenti bekaya ku tavern nebangani bayonatsa.

Wabuyela ekhaya amangalisa, ahlanya futsi aphefumula lokunukako lokungenteki
kutsi ahlale edvute naye. Esikhundleni saloko anti wami, ngekukhanya kwemafutsa,
wamlindza waze waphela ebusuku angadli ngisho. Ngesikhatsi lenkhosi lencane
ibuya - imvamisa beyingenawo ngisho nemandla ekugibela titebhisi - ikhatsele
yatilahla ekhawunteni yemsebenti legcwele lutfuli futsi ngetulu yahlala busuku
bonkhe kute alahle le hangover. Anti Antonia, ngaphandle kwako konkhe,
wammboza nge Pastrano futsi ngelutsandvo wahlala eceleni kwayo kute ayibuke
kuze kube sekuseni. Ngako-ke iminyaka lebeyichithwa futsi, ngekutsi atinikele
kakhulu, akazange akhone ngisho nekutfola tihlobo takhe kutsi tigweme indzawo.
Yena, lonemona, lomncane futsi lophetse, wahamba wayotsenga lentambo kute
akhumbula, emakamelo, tincenye tetinwele kanye naletinye tintfo, kute amvimbele
kutsi aphume endlini. Ngesikhatsi bamenywa emcimbini wemshado, Malume
Michele kwaze kwaba ngumzuzu wekugcina angazange abuyele ekhaya futsi Anti
Antonia akazange akhone kuya lapho kwaze kwaba ngulapho tihlobo setikhona
kulandzelela indvodza yabo. Njalo ngesikhatsi bakhona kumkholisa, ngalesinye
sikhatsi wafika ngesikhatsi kepha ngaleso sikhatsi, emkhatsini welicembu, wakhona
futsi anti Antonia wadvumala futsi wacolisa, wabuyela ekhaya bonkhe Mogia
Mogia. Ngekuhamba kwesikhatsi wabutsela ndzawonye kubaba nekudvumateka,
angakhoni kukhipha umlomo nanoma ngubani ngoba bekuhlala yedvwa,
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bekatingela kubulawa yinhloko lokunesihluku kanye nematinyo lakuhlukumeta
emaviki onkhe.

Ngalelinye lilanga makhelwane, lolungile kakhulu na Pia, lobitwa ngekutsi ngu
Malume Michele futsi wamhlambalata ngako konkhe kuphatfwa kabi lakwenta
kumkakhe: - kufanele ube nemahloni - wamemeta - kwenta umfati lonjalo
ahlupheke... Antonia udzinga kutsatsa umoya, Akudzingeki kutsi umhlukanise
ekhaya, kufanele aphume, aye ku mass, aye etihlotjeni, njengobe onkhe emaKhristu
enta. Ngetulu kwako konkhe, kudzingeka ahambe, kuphela ngalendlela kuphela
kubulawa yinhloko kutawudlula...- makhelwane wenta likhefu lelifishane, wase
uyachubeka watsi: - ngaphansi kwelihora kusuka lapha kwehla ngetinyawo kute
utfole ithrekhi ye mule lesinayo. emhlabeni kanye nendlu lencane Kunesizotsa
kakhulu nekhishi ngaphansi kweluphahla kanye nelinye igumbi lelimanti kancane
lelingasebenta njengekamelo lekulala ehlobo. Kulelive kunetitjalo tema hazelnuts,
emakhiwane, ema mandarins, neSpole, emagilebisi, izizole, ema apula, ema pears,
ema olives, ngamafuphi, wonkhe umtfombo waNkulunkulu.

Njengobe wati, ngemuva kwekufa kwemnaketfu, kufanele nginakekele anti wami
futsi angikhoni kunakekela kakhulu lomkhankhaso, ngako ngacabanga kutsi
ngiwutsengise. Kungani ungayitsengi? Ngako-ke umfati wakho bekatawuba
nelitfuba lekuphefumula umoya lomuhle... ekucaleni Malume Michele wangabata
kepha wabese uyawuvakashela futsi waphindze watikholisa kutsi uwuthenge.
Ngesikhatsi lesifishane lenkontileka yangena futsi lendzawo yaba yakhe. Ngaleyo
ndlela, i-double vyaVittorio Emanuele Ill, leyandzako lehlakaniphile futsi
lekhohlakele, yaphakamisa Anti Antonia: - Utawufundza kuhlanganisa emakhiwa
futsi utawenta wome. Uma kufanele ugeze timphahla utawehlela emfuleni utsatse
emanti ladzingekako unatse bese upheka ngekutsi ugubhe imbobo esihlabathini kute
uwahlante. Kutawube kungakhululeki ebusika uma umfula lokhanya ngemanti
kepha ngitawendlula lesihibe. Kunaloko, ungawujabulela lomkhankaso. Ngekubuka
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kwakhe anti wakhe Antonia, futsi, wenta indlela layalwa ngayo: - Cuomu wena, eu
fazzu.- Njengobe ufuna, ngenta njalo, waphendvula lolalela lendvodza lephuyile.
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Sehluko sesibili - Emhlabeni

Lendvodza lephuyile na Zi Micheri ekucaleni kwentfwasanhlobo ya 1936
batfutsela eCastrangia, emaphandleni, edvute nekucindzeteleka kwemfudlana.
Emigodzini leyehlukahlukene yase Badiavecchia, eSan Basilio nase Vallancazza
emahemuhemu kutsi uyatfolakala abesakateke futsi bantfu bambita kutsi basebente.
Ngaleto tikhatsi bekusiko ngisho noma lamuhla kungabonakala kumangalisa, kutsi
nabadzinga litafula, lifasitelo, umnyango nobe ikhabethe, babita umbati futsi
bambamba ekhaya labo: benta umsebenti wekusebenta futsi benta i. tigodvo
letidzingekako letikhona. Malume Michele watsatsa emathulusi wama
kuleyondzawo kwaze kwaba ngulapho kwakhiwa lomsebenti.

Bambita ngekutsi watewugawula sihlahla futsi bamshiya iminyaka lembalwa kutsi
wome. Lesicu sesihlahla sabese sifakwa eludongeni. Lombati wagcina isaha kusuka
ngetulu kanye nemsiti ngephansi: "Serra Serra Mastro Descio loduma eCascia"
(saw Sega noma iNkhosi Lenkhulu kutsi sente iCassapanca kusasa).

Lesicu sesihlahla besifakwa eludongeni. Ngesaha lesikhulu batfola ematafula futsi
ngaleti bakha emafasitelo, imibhedze, emakhabethe. Kute ente lomsebenti wavuka
nga 4 wahamba neliphakethe lakhe netinsimbi. Wafika ekhaya emakhasimende
amnika lubisi lolusha na anyanisi kanye ne pitch yesinkhwa. Emini ipuleti le-pasta
kanye nesicucu sashizi. Ngesikhatsi sekuhlwa wayekela kusebenta futsi wamnika
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sinkhwa leyentiwe ekhaya njengemali yekucala ngaphambi kwekutsi akhokhe i-
akhawunti ngeLisontfo eNovara.

Kwendlula iminyaka lembalwa futsi indvodzana yakhe, Turillu, beyikhule futsi
yacondza esikhumbeni sakhe kutsi beyingacondzi, hhayi emhlabeni, kutsi icitse
yonkhe imphilo yakhe yedvwa emaphandleni. Bekawufundzile umsebenti wababe
wakhe kepha bekafuna kukhetsela futsi abe ngumdlali we-ebanist. Wakhona
kukholisa babe wakhe kutsi amtfumele edolobheni lapho khona bekukhona
kufundzela lobo buciko. Watfutsela eCatania futsi ngemuva kweminyaka lemibili
yekufundzela umsebenti waba muhle kakhulu, wativa akulungele kwenta lowo
msebenti, futsi njengoba nyalo aneminyaka lelishumi nemfica acabanga kutsi kuye
sikhatsi sesifikile sekwakha umndeni wakhe. Kwaphela iminyaka asati indvodzakati
yemelusi futsi ancuma kushada kepha aphikisana nentando yaZi Micheri
lotawufuna kutsi indvodzana yakhe ishade nemfati welicembu lakhe. Ngalawo
malanga, lokumangalisako, kepha bekufana naloku: kumuntfu losebenta ngetandla
loshade nendvodzakati yemntfwana wemelusi kwaba sizatfu lesikhulu sekuhlazeka.
Emkhatsini wababe nendvodzana yakhe wavele wakhipha kungcubutana lokukhulu
lokwaphusha Turillu kutsi atikhweshe ngalokuphelele kubabe wakhe kanye namake
wakhe wesibili. Ngemndeni wakhe lomusha waphuma kulelive watfutsela eComo
lapho enta khona inhlanhla lenkhulu ngemsebenti wakhe.

Bomalume bebangenabo bantfwana, ngako-ke, ngekuhamba kweTurillu, bahlala
baphelele bodvwa. Labo labahamba kakhulu lokuhlukaniswa bekungu Anti Antonia
lowacitsa emalanga onkhe kute acoce netinyoni, timphungane kanye nemiyane
lebeyikhala kakhulu. Kuloko Spelonca emaphandleni akazange alitfole litfuba
lekukhuluma nanoma ngubani. Kuphela ngesikhatsi semaholide labalulekile lafana
naKhisimusi, iPhasika noma Umkhosi weMadonna Assunta eFerragosto watfola
litftuba lekuya edolobhaneni ayofuna make. Ngesikhatsi  salokunye
kwalokuvakashelwa ngemuva kwesikhatsi lesidze akhonona ngembuso wakhe,
waphakamisa  dzadzewabo: -  Teresa lotsandzekako, ngabona  kutsi
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ngemantfombatane lamabili unalokunyenti kakhulu lokufanele unyatselwe,
ungiphatsise nami kute ukhululeke kutsi utinikele ku. lentfombatana. Ngitamyisa
emaphandleni lapho umoya uncono khona futsi utawuwenta kahle - make wami
bekangakavikeleki ekucaleni kepha-ke, njengasesikhatsini sonkhe, aniketwe
umlingiswa wakhe lobewunesimiso kalula, ngemuva kwekuphikelela
lokucindzetelako kwadzadzewabo wavuma.

Kimi kwacala mine lusizi. Kungenteka kutsi bekulilanga lelibi kakhulu, lihlobo la
1938 lacala, bengineminyaka lemibili budzala futsi anti wami wafika wangilandza.
Esikhwameni sendvwangu wabeka i-blouse, emaphenti lamabili futsi angati ngako
konkhe ngashiya indlu yami. Bengincane kakhulu kangangekutsi bengingakhoni
kubona kutsi iVia Crucis yami itawucala ngalelo langa. Sahamba umzila we mule
kutsi ngemuva kwesigamu selihora noma mhlawumbe safika kulendzawo
lenesitunge ngeligama lelincane lelicinisekisako le Castrangia (Cassandra!) Kube
shengatsi kumemetela lishwa, ngamafuphi, leligama belivele lihlelo lonkhe, noma
ngabe ngaleso sikhatsi. Bengingakhoni kubona. Lendvodza ekucaleni yangemukela
kahle, anti wami ngetikhatsi letitsite wangitsengela lamanye emaswidi kutsi atsatse
luvelo lwami futsi nakahamba nami eNovara kutsi atfole make bekahlala angitjela
ngekuphikelela kutsi ngingadzingi kuya ekhaya kepha bekuncono kutsi ngikhule
nge kuye kutsi bekukodvwa Futsi bekatawungenta ngibe ngumake. Bengingakhoni
kusita kodvwa ngilalele.

Ngaleso sikhatsi, babe wabuya eSardinia, wahlala liviki nje, lokwenele kutsi
akhulelwe make, futsi wahamba. Besingu-1939 futsi ngemnyaka lolandzelako
Antonietta watalwa. Ngisakhumbula kutsi anti wami Antonia wangihola eNovara
ngamake wakhe wabona dzadzewetfu kwekucala. Bengifuna kuhlala ekhaya
kungipheka Antonietta lomncane kepha anti wami, umphatsi kakhulu wemphilo
yami, locinile njengaloyo wemphi, watsi kimi: - Turnemmu ekhaya, wena fazzu eu
'na causitta lenhle - (asihambeni ekhaya, ngitakwenta Unodoli lomuhle).
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Sitsi nasifika e catapchus wafaka imikhono yami "causitta” ye pezza
ngemidvwebo lebovu, leyetfusako. Ngatfuka mine. Kwaba sikhatsi lebengihlala
ngikhala ngaso ngoba bengifuna kubuyela eNovara kusuka kumkhulu nakumake
kepha bekute kukholisa Zi Antonia: bekane petrified yenhlitiyo futsi lengeva njalo.
Eminyakeni lemitsatfu yekucala sacitsa sikhatsi lesinyenti endlini yasemaphandleni
eCastrangia, lapho bekute umphefumulo lophilako, bekungakavami kubona liholide
etindlini lebelisakateke etindzaweni letitungeletile.

NgemaSonto saya edolobhaneni sachubeka satfola make, dzadzewabo kanye
namkhulu wamake. Mkhulu bekayindvodza lenhle lephetse emadevu. Waletsa
umdlali wegwayi lobekahogela ngetikhatsi letitsite. Ebusika wangitsatsa ngaphansi
kwengubo, wangiholela esikweleni kute ngitsenge lamanye emaswidi futsi
nginambitsa liwayini e-Osteria kusuka ku "Sciancaditta" ngetulu kwesibhedlela.
Ntsambama sabuyela eCastrangia.

Busuku lobumbalwa malume wahamba wayohlola le band, lapho khona i
trombone idlala khona, yabese ima kuyonatsa e tavern yabuyela emaphandleni ase
Arzillo. 500 metres kusuka Castrangia bekucala kubita "Concettina, 'Ntoia...".
Ekhaya, anti ngalesikhatsi bekalungiselele imbita yemhlabatsi kutsi ashise emanti
ku tripod. Ngesigamu sekupheka, watikhandza kutsi abe yi-ladle yemanti,
mhlawumbe kute alahle liwayini. Epanini lensimbi lo anti walungisa anyanisi
natamatisi kuya ku sizini le pasta. Lo-anyanisi abengapheki kakhulu futsi
wangiletsela kuhlanta. "Eat, ngaphandle kwaloko ngitsatsa libhande ngikunike
imitimba...".

Ngalawo malanga umfati lovela eVenetian bekungumbelekisi wase San Basilio.
Ngesikhatsi ebusika umfula usemalume logcwele Michele wawutfwala ehlombe
(eCiancaa) kute atsenge ekhemisi eNovara. Wama ekhaya watsi "Antonia, kusuka
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eshawni lelibandzako”. Anti lophuyile, angati kutsi uyavisisa yini Kkutsi
ungumtsandzi waMichele.

Nyalo bengineminyaka lesihlanu budzala, ngihlala eceleni emaphandleni,
ngingakhulumi nemuntfu lebengifana nesilwane lesingakacapheli. Benginemahloni
ngawo wonkhe umuntfu. Nasiya eNovara, ngabhaca ngafihla ngoba bengesaba
bantfu. Bomakhelwane babona kutsi lokugucuka ngako-ke beluleka bomalume
kutsi bangitfumele e-kindergarten. Ngenhlanhla, bomalume batikholisa. Ngako
ngalelinye lilanga ekuseni anti wakhe watfumela malume wakhe Michele kutsi
angitsengele  ibhisikidi  wayifaka ebhasikidini  leluhlanga  lolumhlophe
lebekanginikwe ngugogo longubabe. Kanye nebhisikidi wabeka licandza lelisha.
Wangiphekeletela enkulisa lebeyisedvutane ne-abbey yalelidolobha. Ngesikhatsi le
nun ivula umnyango kutsi ingemukele, ngacala kumemeta. Kutsatfwa ngekwesaba
ngaphosa ibhasikidi phansi, licandza laphuka futsi laya ekungcoleni phansi yonkhe
indzawo. Lo anti wangijezisa ngekungikhanyisa ngesizatfu lesihle futsi wangiletsa
ekhaya. Ngako lilanga lami lekucala lekukhosela nalo laba lekugcina.

Kwenteka, njengoba bengineminyaka lemine, kutsi malume watsi: - Concettina,
uya eNovara ayotsatsa iCarmieri (kuthulisa) kwekuphatfwa yinhloko -. Ngagijima
emgwacweni we mule njenge ferret, ngasuka esigodzini sase Greece, ngalesinye
sikhatsi ngama emtfonjeni ngicima koma kwami, futsi ngafika ekhemisi "du
Surcattu”. Yena, usokhemisi, wamangala watjela bangani kutsi ngihambe
ngesikhatsi lesifishane ngabuya eNovara njengembane. Nabaneminyaka lesihlanu
bangimikisa eBarcelona etihlotjeni letikhashane. Ngabona khona futsi ngalalela
ngekumangala lokukhulu kwekucala... umsakato! Saphindze saya esitolo siyotsenga
indvwangu yemaphizi. Lomtsengisi waphakamisa: - tsenga lesigcoko kanye
nesikafu lesimhlophe -. Ekugcineni batikholisa futsi lomtsengisi waniketa tinsalela
letimbili te satin leluhlata sasibhakabhaka nalecwebetelako yasezulwini. Ngelilanga
lelilandzelako saletsa letindvwangu kumake lobekapakisha letimphahla emalangeni
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lambalwa. NgeLisontfo ngativa shengatsi emadvodzakati eMarquises kanye
neBarons of Novara.

Ebusika ba 1941, emkhatsini wemphi, babe wacedza umsebenti wakhe eSardinia
wancuma nemngani wakhe kutsi afune inhlanhla edolobheni lasenyakatfo futsi
aphile atsatsa umsebenti wakhe lomdzala we cobbler. Kwaba khona emoyeni
umkhondvo wekutsi make bekafuna kufinyelela babe wami futsi ngaloku
ngaphazamiseka, kangangekutsi ngalelinye lilanga ngashelela ngaphansi
kwembhedze wakhe, ngakhulula futsi ngabuka tinhlavu letimbili tetingono telilayisi
tesikhatsi lesitako letine Crosticine ngoba le. anti akazange angigeze. Ngebudlova
bangisusa. Ngiyakhumbula kutsi ngabona ingati letsite ngobe ngilimele.
Ngabuyisela lihembe le- canvas lebelikhonta emini nasebusuku, ngako lekugcoka,
futsi kute lowabona.

Ngaphambi kwekutsi ahambe, lomake wetama kushiya indlu yababemkhulu,
lendvodza lephuyile yahlala yedvwa. Wacabanga kubeka kukhanya kwagezi,
ngaleso sikhatsi alithelela emakhosi. Ngaphambi kwekutsi isetjentiswe "u lusu”
emafutseni. Malume Michele wayijika: ngemuva kwemalanga lambalwa wabita
logezi waphindze wabita kukhanya endlini yakhe, ngako-ke nangiya eveni
ngaphindze ngajabulela kukhanya lokuncane etitebhisini letiphakeme tetigodvo.
Ngesikhatsi kufanele ngiye ekhabhinethi (eLatrea), ngekwenta imbobo lelula
lebeyisesitezi lesiphansi ngemuva kwelabhorethri yayo, eceleni kwakuhlala
kubekwe sifuba lesifile semakhreyithi, lapho khona malume wakha khona kutsi
alungele uma kwenteka sicelo.

Ekuseni kwaMashi wekucala 1942, agcoke satin loluhlata sasibhakabhaka
ngemikhono yasezulwini, kanye namalume wakhe kanye namkhulu wakhe
ngamphekeletela make wakhe nadzadzewabo ku-post post esikweleni saseSan
Sebastiano, lokusho kutsi, ebhasini, ebhasini , lokutawubaletsa esiteshini sesitimela
lesigayiwe. Lodzadze lopinki loneminyaka lengu-4 budzala bekangafuni
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kukhuphuka kanye namalume kute amkholwe kutsi atsi kuwe: - Uma
ungakhuphukeli kuwe letto du pidti - (Ngitakwenta kutsi ube nemaphuzu lamabili).

Mine, litibulo, lephendvulwa ngu anti lengingazange ngihambe futsi ngahlala
eNovara. Angizange ngiphele kukhala. Bengifuna indvudvuto emikhonweni
yababemkhulu wakhe. Naye wasala yedvwa futsi ngalelo langa ngahlala naye kute
ngimgcine. Ngemuva kwemalanga langaba ngemashumi lamabili incwadzi
yekucala yalomake yafika yatjela umphumela lophumelelako waloluhambo. Babe
abemente watfola indlu lemukelako lenemanti ekhaya kanye nesitofu segesi, kuye
intfo lensha. Echubeka kulendzaba, ngelilanga ngemuva kwekufika labekubite
ngekutsi ngumlungisi wetinwele ekhaya kute amente agundvwe tinwele
ngemfashini. Kulelidolobhakati, cishe bonkhe bomake bebagcoka tinwele letindze
nge tupé. Kafishane nje, make kwekucala ekuphileni kwakhe wajabula futsi
wenetiseka. Ekupheleni  kwalendzaba wangincoma ku anti. Nakanjani
abengacabangi kutsi kuhlupheka kwami eCastrangia.

Ngemuva kwelilanga ngemuva kwekuhamba Anti Antonia wangibuyisela
emaphandleni futsi watjela indvodza yakhe kutsi angitsengele incwadzi yelibanga
lekucala kutsi angifundzise kubhala futsi ngikhone kuya kulesibili esikhundleni
sesigaba sekucala ngenyanga yeMphala. Ngiphuyile: Bengingasakhoni kudlala,
kepha kwadzingeka kutsi ngicitse sikhatsi ngibhala tindali netinombolo. Kusuka
eCastrangia njalo kwase kutsi thishela wadlula eSan Basilio lapho afundzisa khona.
Libito lakhe bekungu Maria, bekayindvodzakati yakaputeni lowatiko kutsi ngu anti.
Wamnika ingilazi yemanti. Ngaleso sikhatsi, ngamkhombisa lencwadzi yekubhala
futsi wangiphulula. Wakhipha impenseli lebovu esikhwameni wabhala "Brava".
Kujabulisa kakhulu, yiphi injabulo lengingayibona ngidvunyiswe, lokuyintfo
lemangalisako  kimi. Ngaba silwane lesidzabukisako onkhe malanga,
bengibabandlulula kutsi bangitsatse kubomalume labangaba ngubabe nabogogo
nabomkhulu, kepha anti watsi akudzingeki.
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Wesaba kutsi ngingababika kutsi ngiphatfwa njani futsi ngisondwa njani.
Empeleni, kudla bekungakeneli intfombatane lebekufanele ikhule futsi itfutfuke:
ekuseni banginika sicucu sesinkhwa lesicinile lesine cheese, emini isaladi
yetamatisi kanye nema olive lamabili. Ntsambama lapho bekunendvodza yakhe
Aunt Antonia wapheka i-pasta lencane ngesosi leyentiwe leyakhiwe lesekelwe ku-
anyanisi loluhlata. Futsi nangabe ngingayidli, bengifaka engotini kutsatsa umshini
wekupheka wemgcoma. Kushintja busuku lobumbalwa yapheka i-pasta kanye
nemabhontjisi noma luhlobo Iwe-polenta lethambile lethambile. Kuphela
ngaKhisimusi, Umnyaka Lomusha, iCarnival kanye ne Easter babulala
sikhukhukati noma nogwaja. Nga January babulala ingulube lapho batfola khona
isalami lebabako kanye ne lard, kepha bekudzingeka kutsi bayidle nge dropper
ngaphandle kwaloko bebangeke banele umnyaka wonkhe. Njalo nje ngeLisontfo
malume watsenga le tripe lengcolile levele icabange ngayo, ngisho nyalo,
ingibangela kutsi nginyanyiswe, noma emathumbu lagiciteka egatjeni le parsley, le
stigliole, leyabese ithosiwe. Konkhe bekukudla lokushibhile ngoba, ngekuya
kwabo, bekungadzingeki kutsi kumoshelwe njengagogo nabomkhulu futsi
bangiphindzaphindza: - Bona, bahlale bane tegami legcwele emasoseji kanye ne
stocco fish, badla futsi banatsa. Kulabo bantfu - batsi - kufanele uhlale khashane -.
Bomalume bebesaba kutsi letinye tihlobo tangicinisekisa kutsi ngiphikelele kutsi
ngifike kumake nababe kulelivekati. Benta lokunyenti kute babatondze
kangangekutsi ngaletinye tikhatsi, kuhlangana nabo, ngafaka tandla emehlweni ami
kute ngingatiboni.

September bekafikile futsi bekufanele ngitsatse luhlolo lwekwemukelwa ekilasini
lesibili. Bomalume bangiholela kulendzawo yasemakhaya, batincoma nge janitor
kutsi bangigadze, nathishela lebengitawuba naye kulesibili futsi nathishela
wekhomishini yekuhlola. Baletsa bonkhe esipho semacandza kute batfole
kukhushulwa kwami lokuphephile. Bengingakaze ngibe nekuchumana nalabo
bantfu, likilasi belinemabhentshi etigodvo lamabili lanetihlalo letine-calamai. Nami
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bekunalamanye emantfombatane lasekela tivivinyo tekulungisa. Bangenta
ngacatulula kwengeteka kanye nekususa ebhodini lelimnyama. Kokubili i-calamai
kanye nebhodi lemnyama bekuyinsha kimi. Ngatfutfumela njengelicembe lelivela
ekwesabeni nasekuhlazekeni, bengingati kutsi ngingayicatulula njani imisebenti,
ngoba Anti Antonia bekangifundzise kuphela kubhala tinombolo kusuka kumuntfu
munye kuya kulishumi. Babe sengicela kutsi ngibhale umusho encwadzini,
umcabango lomncane, kepha bengingati kutsi ngicale ngayiphi indlela. Ngemuva
kwaleto tiphitsiphitsi, umgcini wangiphekeletela ekhaya. Lobabekati wambuta kutsi
lesivivinyo sihambile njani futsi umgcini waphendvula watsi akazange ahambe
kahle kakhulu, kepha kutsi sehlulelo sekugcina besikubothishela.

Kuyamangalisa kutsi umphumela waba muhle futsi ngangeniswa ngiye ekilasini
lesibili: Bengikulungele kuya esikolweni, kepha inkinga ye-apron yavela. Malume
Michele ngelilanga lelidlule besekaye esitolo watsenga kubaleka kwendvwangu
lemnyama. Anti Antonia ngelilanga lenta umfaniswano wami. Kuze uthenge
lefolda, kwakudzingeka imali lenyenti. Bomalume bebanemali kepha
bebanesikhonkwane lesimisiwe sekonga ngako yena, i-hood, bangenisa futsi
bangenta ngaba yifolda ye-plywood lenesigeshana selifasitelo. Nabo abazange
bayithenge ngisho nepeni. Malume wakha munye lonesicucu setigodvo letincane
lapho khona emaphethelo alo i-nib yalungiswa khona. Lamabhuku lamabili kanye
nepeniseli bekungakhoni kutitsatsa futsi kwadzingeka kutsi bawatsenge ngemandla.
Kukucala kwenyanga yeMphala nga-1942, anti wangiphekeletela esikolweni.
Ngaphambi kwekutsi ahambe kule podesta ayocela sitifiketi sekutalwa lesafunwa
sikolo ngoba bengiphumile vele. Thishela bekagcwele umusa futsi wangemukela
ngekuvelana, kepha bengimesaba mhlawumbe ngoba esikhundleni semkhono
wangesekudla bekane prosthesis yerabha ngenca yengoti leyenteka ngesikhatsi
asesemncane efemini ye pasta yababe wakhe. Ngabelwa indzawo emabhentshini
ekucala. Bangani bami labasha, labangazange bangibone ngemnyaka
wangaphambilini, batfokotiswa bukhona bami, emkhatsini wabo babubuta: - kepha
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kune-ievi causa sicca -sicca? - (Ngubani lentfombatana lencane?). Ngatfuswa
kakhulu futsi bengihlazekile, bengingakhoni kuvula umlomo wami futsi angizange
ngiyiphendvule ngisho nemibuto thishela langibuta yona ngelutsandvo.

Bengiyintfombatana lengakatsandzeki futsi bengingakabi nesibindzi sekucela kutsi
ngikhone kuphuma ngiyewuchama, futsi ngake ngenta ngami. Ngako nangifika
ekhaya lobabekati wangigcwalisa ngemphongolo ngobe bekufanele ngigeze ingubo
yami lebeyingeke ilome ngesikhatsi ngelilanga lelilandzelako. Emalanga adlula
futsi njalo lapho intfo lefanako ifika. Thishela weta emkhatsini welilanga
emkhatsini welilanga, wangitfumela endlini yangasese, kepha ngalesinye sikhatsi
bekamkhohlwa futsi ngangibuyisela kimi. Labangani abazange banginake futsi
bangibalekela kwangatsi ngihlushwa futsi abazange bazame ngisho nekwenta
bangani nami.

Emkhatsini wabo bebati ngoba bebahlangana kulelidolobhakati, ngesikhatsi
ngihamba cishe lihora kute ngifike endlini emaphandleni ngako-ke bengingenawo
ematfuba ekuba ngumngani wabo. Bomalume bebafika kulendzawo yasemakhaya
kuphela ngeLisontfo kute bahlangane nebangani futsi bacitse emahora lambalwa
labajabulile nabo embikwelibhodlela lewayini. Kepha sikhatsi lesiningi lobabekati
wahlala ekhaya kute atfole imiyalo yemsebenti yendvodza yakhe. Eminyakeni
lesitfupha ngahamba umzila lomudze lokhuphukako. Halfway ngama kuyocokelela
sicumbi sema violets latungeletwe ngemacembe kutsi nginikete thishela.

Ngafika esikolweni se-ekzosi. Ngemuva kwemini ngabuyela emaphandleni
ngipheleketelwe vyi frinire lecindzetelako yema cicadas kanye nelilanga lelishisako,
ngaphandle kwekuhlangana nemphefumulo lophilako.

Ngakhulula kuleyo hovel ngahlala ngedvwa kutsi ngicabange ngami kuleso simo
lesingakahlobene na-anti lomatima kakhulu kimi. Malume, wacedza lomsebenti
wacishe wadlula njalo kusuka ku tavern bese ubuyela ekhaya ebusuku bekahlala
adzakiwe. Ngalesinye sikhatsi, kukhanya kakhulu kunalokuvamile, bekulahleka
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futsi akuzange kubuyele ekhaya. Lobabekati nalabanye bomakhelwane bahamba
bayoyifuna ekhatsi nebusuku ngasemfuleni ngekukhanya kwetibane. Batsi
nabamtfola adzilika phansi bamkholisa kutsi abuyele emuva.

Ngaleso sikhatsi, bengingakhoni kuhlanganisa lutfo loluhle esikolweni. Ngemuva

kwekota yekucala, thishela wasakata emakhadi embiko, bese ngetimphawu
tencumbi futsi ngeshwa ngato tonkhe tifundvo letingakeneli: likhadi lami lembiko
beliphuyile kakhulu ekilasini. Kukhutsata anti wami ngamtjela kutsi lamanye
emakhadi embiko afana newami na-anti bacishe babamba. Ngako-ke lilanga
nelilanga bengiba nesibindzi ngekwami futsi ekilasini bengizama kwenta bangani
nalabanye bangani. Bengifuna kusondzela kubo, kodvwa bebangikhipha
etinkulumeni tabo, mhlawumbe ngobe emehlweni abo bengiyintfombatana
yasemaphandleni lephuyile.
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Sehluko sesitsatfu - imidlalo yesihlabatsi

Eminyakeni lecitselwe eCastrangia sikhatsi asizange sendlule ngoba intfo
lebeyingentiwa kuphela bekukulalela lilanga lonkhe lelingcwele i-chirping
yetinyoni kanye nasehlobo i-frinire lecindzetelako yema-cicadas, lapho khona
sirocco lecala elwandle beyiyi-. insinualed eceleni kwe Zig Zag umzila wemfudlana
bese ubeka lesigodzi. Tilwane tasemaphandleni betibangani bami. Ngako-ke
ngacitsa sikhatsi sami ngicabanga. Ngenta umhlaba wami kusukela kuletibalo
lebetibonakala kimi ngemuva kwesibhakabhaka noma emkhatsini wemagala
etihlahla: tilwane tasendle lebetikhuluma, ema knights lengiwafaka emgceni
emgceni we Rocca Salvatesta bese ngekwami emandla emilingo ngabenta bawa,
ngababuka ngekwesaba. Ngabese ngigucula iRocca yaba ngudrako lowavele
waphuma entsabeni futsi wandiza etulu kwesaba yonkhe imikhankaso. Ngagucula
emafu, laba tikebhe letindizako futsi ngahamba esibhakabhakeni ngicabanga kuya
ngetulu kwelwandle lolukhashane, lapho make nabodzadze bangilindzele khona.
Tikhala letaphuma emantini emfudlana kanye nekuvuvuka kwaze kwaba ngulapho
setigucuke taba tilwane letinkhulu kakhulu letachubeka nemfudlana nato tavula
titjalo.
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Ngalesinye sikhatsi bengikhumbula buso lobungajabulisi ba-anti wami Antonia.
Bekangamtsandzi, bekangangitsandzi ngase ngiyamdukisa: make bekangiphatsise
dzadzewabo kepha waphindze wangitsembisa kutsi ngalelinye lilanga utawufika
angilandze: kungako ngivame kungena etihlahleni , Ngahlolisisa umkhatsi,
ngetsemba lekutsi utawubona kutsi afike ngemuva kwelihhashi lelimhlophe
ndzawonye nababe wami. Emigodzini lesedvute yase San Basilio nase Vallancazza
lamadvodza abesahambile onkhe. Konkhe lokusala bomake kuphela, bantfwana
kanye nalabanye bantfu labadzala. Bekuyindzawo lethulile lebeyivele itsintse
imphilo. Sikhatsi besimile futsi bantfu bebakholwa kutsi konkhe kutawushintja,
kutsi ngalelinye lilanga, ngemuva kwemphi, imphucuko beyitawenta kungena
kwayo kwekuncoba kuleso sicumbi setindlu letisakatekile, kufa kanye
nekunyakatisa. Bengingatsandza kuba nebangani, ngati kutsi angisiye ngedvwa
futsi ngishiywe, kukhona kuvikelwa, ngati kutsi ngingakhosela ekhaya lalaba noma
labo. Bengingenalo ngisho nelilungelo lekutsi ngitsi bengingenamndeni, kutsi batali
bami bebakhashane kakhulu eceleni kwelwandle, ngale kwaleyo Iluhlata
sasibhakabhaka lengapheli, kutsi emkhatsini wami nabo bekufana nentsaba
lephakeme nalengaphumeleli. Esikhundleni saloko ngaphocelelwa kutsi ngihlale
na-anti wami lowangiphatsa kabi. Ngatsi nangicabanga ngako futsi ngabona kutsi
bekungicasula ngalelo livi lelimemetako nalesihluku. Livi lelentiwe kutsi limemete,
limemete, lihlambalate futsi livele.

Ngisho netilwane betiyesaba livi lakhe. Kuphela nendvodza yehlisa umgca futsi
umthamo welivi washintja wagucuka ngalokuphelele waba siphuzo semvu. Anti
wami bekacabanga kutsi intfombatana ayikhoni kucondza kutsi kwentekani ngaye.
Angizange ngikucondze konkhe kuphela, kodvwa, ngetulu kwaloko, angizange
ngishintjwe nobe ngingasebenti. Kwaba kungcubutana lokuchubekako. Umzabalazo
longapheli futsi lodziniwe. Njalo ngalesinye sikhatsi ngacabanga ngelikusasa: yena
lomdzala futsi longenalusizo, bengisemncane futsi nginemandla, kepha noma ngabe
konkhe bengingeke ngimphatse kabi, bekungasiyo incenye yemvelo yami.
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Ngalesinye sikhatsi bengisondzela emfuleni lapho ngatfola khona labantfu labaya
kuyogeza timphahla, kwenta lima, lokusho kutsi bageza emashidi bese timbonyo
tibeka konkhe kucala ngemlotsa. Noma, ngemuva kwesikhatsi sekucheka, befika
bageza loboya bemvu bese bayawoma elangeni kutsi bayibe mhlophe bese
bayayisebentisa kwentela kufaka emamatiresi emibhedzeni. Ngahamba ngayotsatsa
emaflake lasala emkhatsini wematje elugwini futsi ngagcoka i-patch doll yami.
Ngatsi nangingati kutsi ngente njani ngacala kuphakamisa ematje emfuleni we riva
del ngifuna ema prawns, ngekhono ngabafaka ngeminwe yami ngetulu kwenhloko
yami, kuvikela iminwe yabo ngetikhonkwane tabo. Ngabaletsa ekhaya futsi
kusihlwa ngesikhatsi anti akhanyisela umlilo wabapheka, ngawadla, ngobe
bekukudla kwakusihlwa lokukhetsekile. Ngalesinye sikhatsi esikhundleni
setinkalankala, ngekushesha nje lelitje liphakanyiswe, belicitseka, ngekugcuma
lokumile, emaxoxo lamancane latfukile langenta ngagcuma ekwesabeni.
Bengicabanga kutsi ngibo labadlala nabo futsi ngalesinye sikhatsi ngiyacolisa
ngisho nekutsi kudzingeke kutsi ngishiye ngibashiye ngibodvwa ebumnyameni
busuku bonkhe. Ngesikhatsi kufanele ngibuyele ekhaya kusihlwa ngekumemeta
ngabita Malume Michele ngisebentisa i-echo leyadalwa esigodzini. Ngalesinye
sikhatsi ehlobo lapho bekunemndeni waScardino lohlala endlini lephakeme
esigodzini, ngahamba ngayobatfola. Ngadlala naMimma lobekabancane kakhulu
bazalwane.

Pippo wasikhela titulo kanye nematafula abonodoli. Njengobe bekumnandzi
kucitsa emahora lambalwa enkampanini. Ekuseni bangibita nabaya ngaseluhlavu
Iwalomfula kuyotsatsa lubisi. Bebanebhakede lekugcwalisa, "umcondvo"
bewenetisekile ngekubona kusenga. Lenkhosikati yetinkhoma, Micca ku Cappellea
ayinasihawu futsi wanginika hhafu wengilazi. Endlini ya anti lubisi lwabonakala
kabili ngemnyaka: ngesikhatsi enta emabbhisikidi nase Easter ngesikhatsi alungisa
lamatuba ngelicandza lelinemibala le annelline. Ngesikhatsi lubisi lubila ngafika
ekugcineni. Endlini yelive lendlu yasemaphandleni bekunembhedze wabomalume,
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uma ungakubita ngekutsi ngumbhedze, ema-axes abekwe kumamatilasi lamabili e-
straw, njengoba leyo yaCrine beyiyishiyile eNovara. Kwadzingeka kutsi ngilale
eluhlwini lolunengubo lendzala yemasotja ngetulu, ngigcobile futsi ngidzabukile.
Ngalala ngiphetse lihembe le-canvas lebengiphindze lena lilitfwala emini
ngingenayo iphenti. Akukhonakali kuchaza emakhaza la-pativa njalo ebusuku.
Ngesikhatsi lina, bekudzingeka titja kute kubutfwe emanti langena eluphahleni.
Nangabe ebusuku bekudzingeka kutsi ngichame, kwadzingeka kutsi ngiphume
endlini futsi ngikwente edvute nesinyatselo. Uma ngingazange ngibone, ngoba
ngaphupha, futsi ngawenta estrawni, ekuseni ngaphindze ngatsatsa umshini
wekupheka umgcoma. Anti Antonia naye walala nehembe lelifanako lalisebentisa
emini, ngesikhatsi Malume Michele abuka kutsi make wakhe bekakwentile.

Umkhosi wekulala wenteka ngekuya kwemkhosi lovamile: kwekucala
kwadzingeka kutsi ngilale, bese kuba ngu-anti, kwase kutsi malume wakhumula
libhulukwe lakhe kanye nemigca yemigca. Ngelihembe lelibanti lelahola emini
waya embhedzeni, wacisha i-lumé lefakwe emafutsa etafuleni abhekene
nelubondza. Mine, lobekanebubi, enta shengatsi akabuki kahle: ngesikhatsi ehlisa
kucisha lilangabi lengalibona likhonjiswa eludongeni, njengesitfunti saseShayina,
kwakheka kwakhe ne Din-Don lebeyilenga. - Oh white fresh! - watsi, ngoba lonkhe
liwayini labekadzakiwe wamnika kushisa kakhulu. Eceleni kwembhedze wabo
bekunema-headphones lamabili, lokusho kutsi, emabhasikidi lamabili lamakhulu
emhlanga lapho bebachubeka khona emakhiwane. Batimbonya ngemathawula
langcolile nalagcobile futsi kuleto tekugcina bekunetimphahla tangaphansi
letihlantekile tamalume. Esifubeni ngasembhedzeni wami bebagcina sinkhwa
nesikafu lesangigocotela enhloko yami ngesikhatsi ngiya esikolweni ebusika,
timphahla tami tangaphansi kanye naleto tababekati. Ngatisebentisa kuphela
ngeLisontfo ngesikhatsi siya eMisa eNovara. Bomalume batsi emaphandleni
bekungakadzingeki kutsi sibabeke ngoba sitawubadla singadzingeki.
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NgaJanuary babulala lengulube. Balungisa emasoseji kanye nelard leneluswayi.
Embiteni ye terracotta lecwiliswe enkwa tinyawo letibilisiwe betigcinwa. Imvamisa
bebadla ngenyanga yeNkhwenkhweti ngemabhontjisi labanti lamasha ngoba
bebangakhoni kudliwa ngesintfu ngaphambili. Ngalesinye sikhatsi, bekungu April,
ngabuta anti ngoba bengilambile kakhulu futsi bengingati kutsi ngidleni
ngesinkhwa. Lobabekati wacala kumemeta ngekutsi atsi ngiyahlanya. Ngalelinye
lilanga ngibuya esikolweni, ngahlangana na-Ophelia ngasendleleni ye-mule
nadzadzewetfu. Bebayintsandzane yamake futsi bebabuyile nababe waseFrance.

Besebaba msulwa kakhulu kunami, ngangihawukela ngatsi kubo: Ngingena lapho
ngihlala khona, ngalesikhatsi anti wami uphumile kutsi ngitsatse emanti, ehhavini
kunembita lenekudla, kutsatsa, kudla kepha kwenta ungasho lutfo Kute umuntfu.-
Bangibonga baphusha endlala balandzela seluleko sami ngaphandle kwekungabata.
Ngenyanga yeNkhwenkhweti lapho bomalume sebapheke khona emabhontjisi,
bahamba bayotfola tinyawo tengulube esikhundleni saloko batfola imbita kuphela
lenesigogo: vele bacabanga kutsi bengisolo ngingihlasele emalanga lamanyenti
kutsi ngiyikhokhe. Ngaleso sikhatsi ngativa ngitigcabha kakhulu ngoba kwekucala
ngca nginemuva lomnandzi wekutsi ngincobe imphi lenkhulu yekulwa ne-avarice
yabo. Ngenca yekungabi khona kwetimphunga tekuhlanteka kwabusa
kungaphazamiseki kuyo yonkhe indlu. Ebusuku bashaya intsamo yami futsi anti
bekangigcobisa njalo kusihlwa ngemafutsa emncumo kuvikela kutsi timphungane
tingamunyisi ingati yami. Ekuseni benginentsamo lebeyibonakala ipendwe. Njenga
anti nami ngaba netintwala, ngingasakwati kugeza inhloko yami. Ngakulolunye
luhlangotsi, anti wenta letinwele letigobile futsi kute tigcine tigoce betiwagcobisa
ngemanti nashukela.

Ngakulolunye luhlangotsi, lebengifundza nabo bebahlale bahlantekile. Hhayi
ngisho nalabahluphekile kakhulu kubo bebangcolile njengami. Thishela waphindze
waba nesandla emsebentini wekubekelwa eceleni, lowangilengisa wonkhe umuntfu
ebhentjini lekugcina. Umtimba wami bewungcolile ngendlela lengachazeki.
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Bangigeza emfuleni kanye ngemnyaka, ngesikhatsi sephathi yase Ferragosto,
lebaluleke kakhulu kulendzawo yasemakhaya. Ngalesinye sikhatsi ngicabanga
ngamake, bengineminyaka lecishe ibe ngu-7 budzala, ngiwela emlotseni lobilako
we-brazier. Ngashisa sandla sami sangesekudla futsi anti akazange angitsatse
angimikise kudokotela, kodvwa onkhe malanga bekangilamula ngemakhambi.
Benginemabhubhu lamabili lafana nemacandza lamabili ejusi, ngamemeta ebubini
langazange abuhambise. Ngabonakala ngiphekwe ngemagundvwane.

Nginesimangaliso lesiphilisiwe ngemuva kwetinyanga letimbalwa futsi ngisagcina
limaki lami. Ngesikhatsi sesikolwa, ngesikhatsi ngalelinye Lisontfo bengise
balcony, intfombatana leyayehla yangibuta kutsi ngifuna kuhamba naye vyini
esifundvweni se catechism ngu Miss Vincenzina. Bengingati kutsi yini ngoba anti
wangiholela ekutseni ngihlangane kuphela ngesikhatsi semaholide labaluleke
kakhulu, bengingacondzi kutsi kusho kutsini kuya esontfweni. Embikwendlu yetfu,
waba nguBabe Buemi, kodvwa ngahlangana naye tikhatsi letimbalwa kakhulu futsi
ngambuka ngekungafuni. Lo anti wangiphindza wafika esicanucanu: - uma lowo
mphristi amtjela kutsi utawuluka lulwimi lwakhe -. Noma kunjalo ngabuta futsi
ngangakalindzeli ngatfola imvume yekutsatsa tifundvo te-catechism. Ngavele
ngatiknandza ngikhululekile kuleyondzawo. Lomfati lomncane wanginika
ibhukwana kanye neliphephandzaba. Ngativa ngijabulile kakhulu ngekuva ngaJesu.
Ngakhuluma ngako ekhaya baphendvula batsi ngisesencane kakhulu.
Ngaphendvula, ngicala emanga, kutsi onkhe emacembu alelicembu bekatakwenta.
Empeleni bebavele badalwe, nomakunjalo, mine nalenkhosikati lencane savuma
futsi sahlala nelusuku nemphristi wase San Nicola: lilanga la Corpus Domini.

Inkinga yalengubo lemhlophe yavela, kepha umuntfu watjela anti kutsi lama nuns
ayicasha. Lilanga lelilindzelwe sikhatsi lesidze lafika: ekuseni wangiphekeletela
esontfweni laseDigiuna. Wacabanga kutsi kukhona lamanye emantfombatane ngoba
akazange atsatse sinyatselo sekutsi atsintse le lady ye catechism. Ngabona kutsi
bengingedwa, waphikelela kimi: - Buggy, rude -. Thishela wami nalabanye bantfu
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naye bekaseMiseni ngalelo langa ekuseni. Labanye bafati bayamthulisa. Umphristi
wefika futsi weta ngasesandleni wangiletsa kuloyo loyingcwele kutsi ngivume.
Wangitjela emavi lamahle lebengingakake ngawava. Bekubonakala shengatsi
ngindiza epharadesi ngase ngitsi emkhatsini wami: - akusilo liciniso kutsi baphristi
balujube lolulwimi, ngempela bayakwati kuvisisa kuhlupheka kwemntfwana -.
Kube bengikhona ngabe ngamgona futsi ngamcabuza ngenjabulo.

Wangenta ngadlala i-Ave Maria lesihlanu ngeMphetho futsi ngabuyela
kulendzawo. Ngekushesha anti wami wangibuta kutsi ngitjele umphristi yini kutsi
ahlale lapho kakhulu, futsi mine: - lomfati lomncane wangifundzisa kutsi kuvuma
kuyimfihlo -. - Yebo, kepha kwekucala kufanele ungitjele - i-Arpia yaphikelela.
Kute lokumele kwentiwe. Kwaba ne mass, munion kanye nekuphuma
bangiphocelela kutsi ngimanga sandla samalume futsi ngitsi: - Vossia blesse - -.
Ngacala kumkhulu, njalo umusho lofanako, ngase ngihamba ngijikeleta tonkhe
tinlobo. Anti Gaetana wanginika incwajana. Bengilambile, kodvwa kute
lowanginikela kutsi ngidle. Imvamisa, ngemuva kwemkhosi, bekulisiko kutsi uye
ebha kute utsatse i-granita ngemabbhisikidi, kepha batsatfwa ku-mania yekonga:
emini sadla ipuleti le-pasta futsi ntambama saya kumtsatsi titftombe ngoba le.
tinlobo taphakamisa kutsi titfumele Sitfombe sinye kumake.
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Bengicedzile likilasi lesibili, ngikhushulwa ngemavoti laphansi kakhulu. Ngalowo
mnyaka bekufanele sibe emaphandleni onkhe ehlobo. Ngiyaphikisana: -
lokungenani ngeLisontfo kufanele ngiye eMisa ngiyofuna mkhulu loyedvwa -.
Abeyindvodza lelungile kakhulu, agula ngesifuba somoya. Lendvodzakati ayizange
iImnake, kancane ngekunganaki, kancane ngoba ibekelwe umyeni, ihlale itfukutsele
bomakhelwane, tihlobo kanye nababe -emtsetfweni.

Ngatsatsa lelilineni ngiligeze ngase ngililetsa ku anti wa Micherillo lofihlekile
ngaphandle kwaloko bebanenkinga. Akazange ative atsandza ngisho nababe wakhe:
ngalelinye lilanga hhafu wakhe - dzadze weta eCastrangia kute ayocwayisa kutsi
sewufile. "Uma ungahambi, ukuyisa eCauci kutsi uyewuphilisa (kukhahlela
esibunjini) watsi kuye.

Ngesikhatsi leliphathi likulelidolobhakati, tincenye telicembu lemculo taniketwa
"lesicucu lesicinile”, i-ayisikhrimu lebitwa ngekutsi yi-consency yayo. Malume
Michele, akazange acondze kutsi angayitsandzi yini noma ngoba waphushelwa ku-
georure lengakavami yekuphana, wangibona ngidlula wangibita: "Concettina, wota
utfole i-ayisikhrimu". Futsi ngako ngatsatsa litfuba lekunambitsa, kuleto tikhatsi
letingakavami, intfo lenhle.

Esikhatsini  lesendlulile  Dr. Cosentino Di Baceno wangikhumbuta
ngemininingwane lebeyilahlekile enkumbulweni yami. Ngesikhatsi licembu
lemculo lidlala bantfwana emigwacweni yalelidolobha letama kujoyina lomkhosi.
Kepha kute kuvikeleke bukhona babo bekudzingeka kutsi "wati" ingcenye.
Kufakazela loko, wabamba sandla ephaketheni lejazi lakhe. Ngalandzela malume
wami Michele ngalendlela, ngesikhatsi Gianni Cosentino, indvodzana yemfundzisi
wababe wekucala netintsandzane, wabamba sandla sakhe enhloko yakhe yemholi.

34



Emkhatsini wemphi eNovara, lamanye emabhomu acala kuwa. Wonkhe umuntfu
wabaleka futsi labanye bantfu lababatiko bakhosela eCastrangia. Kimi bekuyiphathi
ngoba bengingaba senkampanini. Njalo ngesikhatsi weva impempe ye splinters.
Tindzaba letibuhlungu tendvodzana yemnikati wesitolo semakhekhe e-Orlando
lesidzabukile libhomu nato tafika. Lomake wase Domodossola, esimeni
sekukhulelwa kwesine, wahlala yedvwa na Rosa na Antonietta. Babe wami
bekabitwe kutsi abuyele eSicily kute ente lelijoka. Etinyangeni letimbalwa
ngemuva kwekuhamba bekati kutsi make wakhe utale intfombatana lencane libito
lakhe kungu-Emma futsi bekanelitfuba lekubuyela ekhaya njengobe kulindzeleke
kutsi kukhululwe nebantfwana labane.

Ngelishwa, wafika eDomodossola watfola simanga lesibabako: Emma bekayekele
kuphila ngemuva kwemalanga langu-12. Ngemuva kwemalanga lamabili
kwadzingeka kutsi abuyele embili. Ngemuva kwetinyanga letimbalwa -
bekusikhatsi sekungaciniseki kanye nekungasimami ngemuva kwa September 8 -
wakhona kubalekela umsebenti wemphi futsi wabuyela eNovara alindze imphi kutsi
igcine ifinyelela kumake wakhe. Wavula sitolo lesincane se- booker. Onkhe
emalanga bengihamba ngiyombona. Timid kepha shrewd ngeminyaka lebenginaye
benginayo intuition kutsi babe walala nemfati loshadile kepha nendvodza
yemasotja. Ngalelinye lilanga ngangena ebhokisini lekugibela ePiazza Bertolami.
Umuntfu wesitolo eceleni kwakhe wacoca nababe. Ngaphutfuma ngalenkomba
kanye ne-medium lebeyihlose kwenta babe wami kutsi atfole make wakhe
lowahumusha make. Lomakhelwane wakhona kungitsatsa, ngesikhatsi babe
amoyitela watsi kimi "wenta ibhizinisi lakho". Nga '44 umntfwana lonsundvu
watalwa, agoce njengaye...

E Badiavecchia mkhulu wagula ngemdlavuza wesisu. Ngitfole imvume kulo anti
kutsi ahambe ayombona. Bengivame kwehla eCastrangia futsi ngahamba eceleni
kwemfula ngasemfuleni. Ngimkhumbula embhedzeni, lonekuthula. Logogo
bekasamatasatasa ngalesitolo futsi bekanganikela ngesikhatsi lesincane kuye.
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Wafaka umncumo esandleni sakhe kute atingele timphungane, kepha waba mubi
kakhulu futsi akasanawo emandla futsi ngatingela. Ngenyanga yelLweti mhlaka 2,

1944 aneminyaka lengu 66 wandiza waya epharadesi. Babe bekaseSicily.
Bomalume nabo bahlanganyela emngcwabeni.

Njalo ngesikhatsi ngitfola incwadzi yamake. Nga '45 Baba wabuyela
eDomodossola futsi umnaketfu Giuseppe watalwa nga '46.
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Sehluko sesine - oyili, ema-cobwebs kanye neliso lelibi

Impi yavutsa umhlaba wonkhe, kukhulumisana bekumatima futsi asisatfoli make

walomake. Ngenhlanhla, lobabe bekabitwe kutsi abuyele eSicily emtimbeni
waseBersaglieri futsi ngesikhatsi anemalanga lambalwa enkhululeko wafika
kutewubona. Ngenca yemphi bekunebantfu labanyenti emaphandleni. Labantfu
labafuduswako bebavame kuma emalanga lalishumi nesihlanu, kepha
kulelidolobhakati kwaba nengoti yekubhoma futsi banconota kuhlala emaphandleni
umnyaka wonkhe.

Njalo nje ngase ngiphephela kulabo bantfu. Bekunemndeni lonebantfwana labane
bebahlala basesimeni lesihle ngesikhatsi balahlekelwa kudla. Ngabona bugovu
babomalume lebebanemakhiwa lamanyenti lawomile futsi bebanganiketi muntfu:
Ngatsatsa lidlanzana lelimnandzi futsi ngabaletsa ngasese. Emabhontjisi lamancane
e-fava anginika sidlo sasekuseni ngabaphephisa. Ngisho nesinkhwa lesicinile:
sicephu lesangifaka anti wami ephaketheni ngaphambi kwekuya esikolweni
ngasihlukanisa ngalabo bantfwana futsi ngekubuyisela banginika emashidi
lambalwa kutsi ngibhale kuso, bangenta ngadlala ku swing futsi lomunye wabo
wakha le. emathoyizi , titulo kanye nemibhede yebadoli Ilabangimisela
nadzadzewabo lomncane, ngesikhatsi lodzadze lomdzala wasenta saba bodoli be-
patch.
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Ngalesinye sikhatsi kwenteka kutsi ngehlela emfuleni, lapho khona bafati
bendzawo lebatungeletile baya kuyogeza timphahla ngemlotsa, ngahlala ngibuka
ngekumangala umlilo kuwo kushisisa emanti ngesitja lesicuketfwe siphakanyiswe
ngematje lamabili lamakhulu. Angikaze ngibone lemisebenti yekwenta anti. Acishe
angazange ageze noma aye emfuleni ngesikhatsi kute umuntfu longakhombisa
timphahla takhe letigcobile naletingcolile kakhulu.

Ngalesinye sikhatsi ngabona bomake labasakata i- canvas yelineni lelukiwe
ekhaya. Bamantisa futsi bamenta womile ngaphansi kwelilanga lelishisiwe
lachubeka kuze kube mhlophe. Lobabekati bekahlala angibita ekhaya kepha
bengitenta shengatsi angiva. Emphini, indvodzakati -umtsetfo nayo beyibuyile
eTurin nentfombatana. Ngenca yekuhlonipha iSalvatore, i- stenason, waphatfwa
njengendlovukati. Ngaleso sikhatsi bahlala kulendzawo yasemakhaya futsi
ngesikhatsi anti akhipha insipho lenemakha, emathawula elineni, titja letomile,
indvwangu yetafula kanye nema napkins kwenta umbono lomuhle. Esikhundleni
saloko bengiphatfwa njengenceku, kwangitfumela kutsi ngente emakhomishini futsi
ngitfole emanti emtfonjeni, ngoba kutfumela sivakashi bekungakahloniphi.

Kwafika Khisimusi futsi, ngekuya kwelisiko lasenyakatfo, makoti ekuseni
bekanesipho lesihle lesivela kumntfwana Jesu kumntfwana wakhe: inkonzo lenhle
yetimbita kanye nemasosi enodoli. Ngajabula ngaye, kodvwa ngesikhatsi lesifanako
ngavele ngadzabuka ngentfukutselo njengobe leto tintfo betingakenteki. Ngaba
butsakatsaka futsi ngaba butsakatsaka. Bekunemagilebisi kepha maye ungakudla:
bekufanele ulicindzetelwe liwayini. Loyo kuphela lowabelwa bomakhelwane
lebebangadliwa. Ema hazelnuts abebutsene kepha kute atewutitsengisa. Ngadla
labanye babo ngasese njengema squirrels ehlatsini. Bomalume batsenga lolubisi
kuphela ngaKhisimusi nasePhasika kutsi balungisele emabhisikidi futsi ngalukhipha
ngesipuni lesincane ngesikhatsi ngibilisa. Anti bekungakavami kutsi alungise
lelicandza emehlweni enkhomo. Ngangivame kwetsemba kutsi utawuyigaya: -
Asibeke ngako-ke uma sine-ovar lencane ne-ovaric ovar (bekayindvodza lencane
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yaseMessina leyaphendvukela emaphandleni kute ayotsatsa emacandza lawenta
kutsi adlule amasha) siyawatsengisa futsi siyawatsengisa futsi tsatsani imali -.
Wabutsela ndzawonye lamacandza tinyanga letimbili wase uyawatsengisa.

LoMessina lowatsenga lamacandza cishe watfola umsebela esandleni sakhe.
Emakhiwa kwadzingeka kutsi atingelwe, bekukhona umuntfu kuphela labengadla,
labanye bawavumela kutsi ome elangeni kute awatsengise noma awagcine ebusika.
Ngenyanga yeMphala kusihlwa kwentiwa ema- chestnuts lamahle e- chestnuts.
Labanye bamcasha malume wabashiya babashiya etafuleni leligumbi (hhayi
epuletini kepha ku knob gwala ngemafutsa lavusa kukhanya) bese kutsi ekuseni,
nakavuka nga mane aye emsebentini uyavuka kimi ngashiya ema-chestnuts
angitjele: "Yiba nekudla kwasekuseni”. Ngangilalela futsi ngawadla ngendlala,
kodvwa bebati ngemafutsa futsi nakanjani bangibangela kutsi ngibuhlungu sisu.
Malume watigabatisa: - Ngiyamtsandza umtukulu wami, ngize ngilungiselele ema
chestnuts uma kusasebusuku kakhulu -. Empeleni malume wami abemtondza
emehlweni akhe. Njalo ngemuva kwaloko bese bamtfubi, babovu ngemlilo
nakatfukutsela: ngisho nobe amancane, lawo mehlo ahlasela buso bakhe.
Bebancane futsi bajulile njengemigodzi lemincane lapho ngitondza khona. Ngaleso
sikhatsi, i- dysentery kanye netibungu kwancoba. Lobabekati ngetikhatsi letitsite
wanginika sipuni lesincane semafutsa. Loku kwenta kutsi letibungu tihambe,
tabubuta kutsi atikholelile... wase ucala nge "IOritu": - Mazzai i-vermu gruxu
guennu pagana, ua u mazzu lo-sugnu wonkhe umKhristu. O Luridi Senu, noma
ngalLesibili Senu, O Mercudi Senu, O Giuvidi Senu, noma Senu Vinardi, noma
Sabutu Sentu, Matteia du Jurnu wase Easter u Stradudu a Tierra Casca.-

(Ngabulala sibungu lesinemafutsa ngesikhatsi nginguhedegani manje ngiyambulala kutsi
ngingumKhristu. NgeLwesibili Lolungcwele, kuya kulLwesitsatfu Longcwele, ngalesine
Longcwele, ngalesihlanu Longcwele, ngeMgcibelo Longcwele, ekuseni ePhasika iStorma
Storma iwela. ngeNtsabane Lengcwele, phansi).

Angati kutsi ngakhona njani kuphila.
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Lapha sivula bakaki.

Ngemuva kweminyaka leminyenti buhlungu besisu langibamba. Ngahamba ngenta
Imisebe ngemishini ibe yinkulu njengeligumbi. Banginika kudla lokumhlophe
kwebantfwana kutsi ngivisise kutsi kukhona yini silonda. Ngelishwa kwabonakala
lutfo. Lodokotela wemisebe watsi ungumdlali we-gastritis futsi wanginika kutsi
ngicedze buhlungu. Ngafika esigabeni sekutsi ngingakhoni kugaya sipuni semanti.
Bengineminyaka lecishe ibe ngemashumi lasihlanu. Paolo, umngani wa-Armando
di Piacenza, waphakamisa kutsi angiyise kungcweti. Waphindze wachamuka kuDKt.
Leli thuluzi le-gastroscopy belingakhoni kungena emphinjeni. "Angati Kkutsi
ngingamsindzisa njani lomfati," kusho dokotela, "umphangi uvaliwe". Bonkhe
bantfu labenta i- gastroscopy baphuma kuleli gumbi ngemilente yabo. | nge
stretcher ne Flebo. Dokotela wangitjela kutsi nginakekelwa kakhulu tinyanga
letimbili. Ngatsi nangibuyisa lensimbi solo ayizange idlule. Lokunye kunakekelwa
lokucinile kakhulu tinyanga letintsatfu.

Ngemuva kwetinyanga letisihlanu kuvakashela kwekucala lensimbi yacala
kuphuka i-pylorus. "Simangaliso!" Kusho Dr. Mazzeo. Wasusa lelishubhu,
wangenta ngaba nemibuto leminyenti kute ngicondze kutsi bekuyintfo lekutalwako
nobe lebeyibangelwe. Ngacala kukhala: "Kungaba ngemafutsa Zizi langinika kona
njalo ngalesinye sikhatsi ngetibungu". Dokotela wafaka tandla takhe etinweleni:
"Oyili? Futsi usaphila yini!". Kuchubeka nekunakekelwa njalo nje ngaphindza
gastroscopy.

Ngiyabonga ku Dr. Mazzeo lowasindzisa imphilo yami nyalo ngemuva
kweminyaka ngingakhona kujabulela kudla ngemitsi letsite yekuvimbela kuphela.
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Ngesikhatsi umuntfu ambita asuka ebhalkhoni, anti abebanjelwa inhloko
leyayigucula. Babe sebemcebisa kutsi atsatse ingilazi yekuzila kudla Ferrochino.
Wakholisa indvodza yakhe kutsi imtsenge futsi ekuseni wanginika ingilazi.

Kuleyo ndlu, ngetulu kwaloko, inkholelo-ze yabusa nayo. Lomalume bekahlale
aphatfwa yinhloko ngeliwayini lalitfumela phansi, kodvwa yena lendzaba beyiliso
lelibi lalomunye umuntfu. Lomfati bekufanele ayigoce: watsatsa lipuleti ngemanti,
watfululwa luswayi kanye nelicondzi lemafutsa wase ucala nge Pricyntu
ngekuphatfwa yinhloko: - Ogliu Biridittu, Ogliu Santissimu, indlu ya sta sta kanye
ne Scaccia Stud Marocchiu, Ogliu Biridito Fatorti Fattori Ne Scaccia Smm
Mammucca... (Emafutsa Labusisiwe, Oyila Longcwele Emosta Faka lendlu bese
ushayela leliso lelibi, emafutsa labusisiwe lentiwe abe nemandla futsi acoshe
losathane...).

Lelibala lemafutsa lelibusisekile, lakhulako, lasuswa, ngekuya kwenkholelo yabo,
liso lelibi. Ngemuva nje kwalawo manti afafatwa ngemakhona lamane alelikamelo
futsi kubulawa yinhloko kwadlula kuye.

Kulapha kulimala kwe oyili, ema cobwebs bekahlobene, kanye nenyama yenyama
kwenta lomhluti. Leyo ngxube leyetfusako bekungu, kubo, ungaphutsi! Ekuseni
banginika ingilazi yemanti neMagnesia. Ngemuva kwesikhashana konkhe
kutfutfumela kwadzingeka kutsi ngiphume ngiye emakhazeni kute ngitikhulule.
Ngatsi nangilulama ngangitfumela kumfati lobekadlala umlingo: ngentsambo
wangilinganisa kusuka enhloko kuya etinyaweni futsi ngendlela lefanako
nemikhono levundlile. Bekulahlekile sicucu, washaya phansi kufa kwakhe ngalowo
mnyaka.

Ngisho nobe bokhokho bebanekukholwa kwabo kuNkulunkulu, kubangcwele,
eMadonna. Njalo ngemnyaka nga September 8, bebahamba ngetinyawo baya
eTindari, endzaweni lengcwele lenikelwe ku Madonna lomnyama lokhashane
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nelive ngemakhilomitha langemashumi lamane. Kakade kusukela ngineminyaka
lesihlanu bekufanele ngente leyo penance.

Ngesikhatsi sekuhamba ngetinyawo kuya eNdzaweni Lengcwele yase Tindari
ngelilanga langaphambilini, anti wenta emathegi (ema slippers) ema rags. Malume
lotsatsa sikhatsi ahamba ngesikhatsi ahamba atsatsa munye noma lababili
bonogwaja basesigangeni kutsi ayopheka. Kute abe nembono lomuhle, lobabekati
waphindze walungisa ema- aubergines lagcwele. Watibukisisa futsi wahlanta buso
bakhe ngesicucu. Bese lengoma letsi "lapho Zaza ikhona khona, buhle bami"
bebuyintfo lehamba embili lapho ngijwayele khona kumbita ngekutsi "Zizi".

Sacala kuTindari ngasekuseni kute sifike ekuseni. Ngikhatsele futsi ngikhatsele
butsakatsaka bami ngabuta tikhatsi letinyenti emantini lamancane lahlobile, kepha
abazange bawutsenge ema-stalls njengabo bonkhe labanye bantfu labadziniwe:
bafaka umsila kuphela losesontfweni lapho khona emanti lashisako avela khona
langazange anikele ngawo. kujabulisa kakhulu i-arsura. Ngekuya kwemasiko, ema
chickpeas, emabhontjisi kanye ne canneline latsenga, kwase kuya ku mass,
kwathandaza ku Madinuzza futsi ngesikhatsi sekuphuma sahlangana nebantfu
basendzaweni kanye netihlobo tami tababe. Besiya kuyodla ngephansi kwetihlahla
temncumo temincumo yasendzaweni letungeletile. Kubi kakhulu bengikhatsele
kakhulu, lelo langa ecinisweni bekuhlala kutsandza kudla kwenta umbono lomuhle
embikwebangani. Lokudla kwasemini kwakufaka ekhatsi unogwaja wasendle
lobhakwe ehhavini, kutsi malume akunakugwemeka kutsi kusihlwa lokumbalwa
ngaphambi kwekutsi aye kutotingela, ema aubergines kanye nemaphepha lafakwe,
emagilebisi kanye nemabhisikidi lakhiwe ekhaya. Kubuyela ekhaya bangani
bebatsatsa tindlela: imoto noma tincola letidvwebelwe emahhashi. Bengibukile,
sengivele ngishiye umsebenti wekubuyela emuva. Kuphela uma kwakukhona
malume bengingakhona kuya ku horseback, ngaphandle kwaloko bebabuhlungu.
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Sehluko sesihlanu - Tikhova

Futsi ngesihloko senkholo, kuba ngumalume wami lobhaliswe ngesivumelwano,
bebanesibopho sekuvuma nekukhulumisana ngeLisontfo lesundu esontfweni lase
San Giorgio. Lomkhosi wenteka ngalabasihlanu ekuseni, umphristi wacala kuvuma
onkhe emadvodza endlu yekukhontela, wase ucala kufika ekuvunyweni kwebantfu
labasikati.

Ngesikhatsi atsintsa anti wakhe, lobekagcoka ishaw lenkhulu lemnyama,
bekagcoka lengubo edvute ne grate kute ativale ngendlela langakhona ngayo:
bekubonakala kutsi kufanele ente kuphefumula kwe chamomile. Wavuma wabese:
"Manje sekukuwe - wangitjela. Ngisho noma bengifuna kuvuma ngesikhatsi
semnyaka lebengingakhoni kuvuma. Lobabekati wangihlambalata: - Akudzingeki
kutsi uhlekise ngeNkhosi, ngalokwenele kanye ngemnyaka, ngaphandle kwaloko
awukafaneli kutsatsa umsingatsi ngoba ungakhona nekona ngemehlo akho -.

Kuya eMisa Lengcwele leyimfica, Sidlo kanye nekushesha ekhaya.
Njengenjwayelo, malume ngetizatfu letingenamsebenti bewuvevetela, kukhwehlela
lokutfukile kwafika kuye. Tindzawo letingachazeki tenteka: kube lelo langa
umuntfu bekufanele adzingeke ngesizatfu lesitsite, bekungakhoni kukhafula,
ngaphandle kwaloko iNkhosi yaphoswa emlonyeni. Uma ngeshwa kwenteka,
watsatsa sivalo se jug, akhafula ngekhatsi futsi wabonakala loketshezi ngemanti
nashukela. NgeLiviki Lelingcwele, sasala kulelidolobha ngisho nasebusuku kute
siye kuletinshumayelo tasebusuku lebetibanjwe yinyanga. NgelLwesine emajuba
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alungiswa, ibhisikidi lehlanganisiwe ngetindlela letehlukene ngemacandza
labilisiwe labilisiwe ngemanti kanye ne analline, sitsako sekufaka imibala
lesinebuthi. Ekuseni ekuseni, Digiuni wavakashela onkhe emasontfo lahlotjiswe
emahlumela akolweni, kwase kutsi emacembe lamatsatfu e nephella (tjani
betekwelapha lobunemakha lacinile kakhulu) agwinywa) lacinisekiswa kahle -
bekuba khona umnyaka wonkhe.

Ngelilanga lasebenta ngalo kute abalekele kulimata Jesu lobesidzikelwe
esiphambanweni, nangabe apheka lugondvo Iwenyalitsi, nangabe abona kutsi
kunengoti yekulimata umtimba, njalonjalo. Kungalelo langa noma yini
lebengiyihlanganisa, angizange ngiyitsatse ngisho nemiphongolo, kungenjalo Jesu
wakhala. Ngesikhatsi selishumi nakunye ngeMgcibelo bekuneMisa Yekuthula
Nekuvuka. Bonkhe bantfwana benta lamatuba kutsi atfole sibusiso semphristi, bese
uyasidla. Angikaze ngikhone kutsatsa loko kweneliseka ngoba bekufanele ngigcine
lijuba lami linemacandza lamabili eluhambo Iwesikolwa lolwahlelwa ngaLesibili
ngemuva kwePhasika. Kwadzingeka kutsi ngikunikete thishela. Ngelilanga
lePhasika bangitsengela indiza ye-pasta yangempela, lencane kakhulu Kkutsi
ngingacitsi kakhulu. Malume bekukunyenti kakhulu kutsi akhanyise ticatfulo takhe
ngemlotsa wepani lowakhiwa emlilweni. Uma anti bekati kutsi umsebenti uyaphela
futsi bawukhokha, wangincoma kimi: - buta malume kutsi uyiletse yini lemali -.

Mine naye kwadzingeka kutsi sicishe simtsandze njengetigcili letimbili kwaze
kwaba ngulapho atfutfwa futsi samnika lire lelishumi kuye kanye nesihlanu kimi.
Imali yami beyingeke ikhone kuyisebentisa ngoba beyihloselwe libhange lengulube.
Ngatsi nangitsi ku anti bengifuna kudlala inkatho. Wavuma ngobe bekanelitsemba
lekutsi utawuphumelela. Emanga ami abengemanga. Empeleni, ngaphindze ngativa
ngikhubatekile ekugcokeni uma kucatsaniswa nebangani bami: bebanetiketi, kepha
bebangatsandzi anti futsi ngaphocelelwa kutsi ngiletse timphahla letiphelele.
Wonkhe umuntfu bekagcoka emasokisi lamhlophe elidolo, nsundvu noma luhlata
sasibhakabhaka, kwadzingeka kutsi ngihlale kumasokisi lakhiwe yi-orange yakhe,
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tint lebita kancane kunaletinye. Ngabaletsa ngetulu kwelidolo basekelwa yi-elastic,
kepha inkinga lenkhulu kutsi, ngaphandle kwelunyawo, bafika e-ankle. Ngatsatsa
emasokisi lamafishane ngetulu ngesici. Besengivele ngibekelwe eceleni futsi
bekufanele ngitinlukanise ngetimphahla. Nge lire lesihlanu bengicabanga kutsenga
emasokisi lambalwa lahloniphekile lebengitawuwagcoka ekuseni ngaphambi
kwekutsi ngingene ekilasini. Ngalelo langa lesitolo besivaliwe. Bengingakhoni
kuya ekhaya nalemali ngobe abetawubatfola lobabekiwe. Ngacabanga kubafihla
ngaphansi kwelitje eceleni kwemzila wemule. Ebusuku kuyana futsi kuba
nemaphepha bahlakateka ngalokuphelele, njengobe ngibona ekuseni ngakusasa
nangihamba ngiyobalulama.

Bacitsa emalanga lalishumi nesihlanu bangibuta kutsi ngiyincobile yini lenkatho.
Nome ngisho nami ngicotfo futsi ngaphendvula ngekutsi yebo. Leyo mali ayizange
ifike. NgeLwesihlanu Lolungcwele, ngesikhatsi seluhambo Ilwekuhlonipha
Madonna Addolorata, kuhlangana nathishela wabuta tincazelo takhe. Ngabulawa
lihlazo. Yebo bekangati konkhe, ngako ngatsatsa ema- slaps lamabili ku-anti
ngaphansi kwekubuka kwakhe lokukhulu. Esikolweni bengihlala ngihamba
ngekutitsandzela, kodvwa ngemiphumela lemibi. Kute lowangivisisa futsi
bengihlala ngikhushulwa ngibonga tincomo, ngako make wami bekathulile kutsi
bebahlala bangifundza. Bengikahle ngalelikati kuphela, kwaze kwaba ngalelinye
lilanga malume lodzakiwe wabuya kulelidolobha nge tripe futsi lesilwane satsatsa
sicucu kutsi sidle. Kutsatsa i-musket leshiywe ngemasotja lambulala emaphandleni
lavulekile. Kimi bekukutisola lokukhulu.

Ngesikhatsi sekubhula ngaya kuyobamba tinhlavu takolo ne barley lesele
ngeminyaka yabomakhelwane, ngabafaka esikhwameni ngase ngibayisa esigayeni
emfuleni waNksz Tinder. Ngabese ngiletsa fulawa ku Novara ku mzala walomake
lotsi, ngemsebenti, abe ngumfelokati lonebantfwana lababili labancane, ekuseni
wahamba wayowenta tigodvo ehlatsini wavula hhavini kuyolungiselela labo.
lowaletsa fulawa wakhe atfola imali letsite kanye nesinkhwa lesincane sebantfwana.
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Ngenyanga yeNyoni ngesikhatsi emakhiwa avutsiwe ngagibela etitjalweni futsi
ngaphindze ngavela letitselo letimnandzi ngekutsi ngitifake kumabhasikidi emoba
lalenga nge hook emagatjeni. Emakhiwa ajutjwa futsi ashiywa kutsi ome elangeni
ku cannic. Ngemuva kwemalanga lambalwa sebawomile. Kudliwe emabhasikidi
lamakhulu kwadliwa ebusika. Kuleto tikhatsi letinhle, Nkst. Maria, makhelwane
lobomakhelwane, alungiselela emakhiwane lomile. Ngangivame kuya kuyolitfola.
Bekangumake webantfwana labanyenti. Lomunye wabo, Carmelo, bekanesifo
sekuwa. Njalo nje besekungasatfolakali. Lomake lokhatsatekile bekatawumfuna
futsi ngacishe ngangijabulela ngimphekeletela.

Ngesikhatsi ngiya ebangeni lesihlanu, thishela bekacele kutsi ecwayise batali
labatasiletsa ebhayisikobho kute babone ifilimu "I-Alpine lencane". Bolume:
"Utawubona labo junk ngeke bahambe". Umshana wemphristi phambili bekavile:
"Kufanele umtfumele, angizange ngisho ngimbone”. Base bayahamba futsi
ngakhona kuhamba.

Besekufike iphakheji lesuka kumake nemaswidi. Besengiyiletsele labanye babo
esikolweni. Bekusikhatsi sendlala futsi emaswidi nawo bekayindlala. Dzadzewabo
thishela wami wafundzisa kwesine ngesikhatsi ngineminyaka lesihlanu. Wacela
intfombatana lephuyile kunami lebeyigula futsi ngabashiya bonkhe.

Nga 1945 babe wabuyela eDomodossola. Ngaphindze ngambona nga-April 1946
futsi naye bekungumake wami alindze umntfwana.

Kucitsa emalanga langaba lishumi nebatali bami. Ngangivame kuya kuyofuna
bogogo nabomalume, ngako ngadla ngekutsandza futsi nganatsa emagazeli
lamanyenti agogo lowabatsengisa. Ekugcineni make bekafuna kungitsatsa naye e-
Italy lengetulu, kepha anti bekahlala amanga futsi abe nebugovu, wamkholisa kutsi
angishiye naye. Ngaya ebangeni lesihlanu, ngaso sonkhe sikhatsi ngibhekene
nebumatima lobubekiwe. Tindzaba tekutalwa kwemzalwane lomncane Dbetifika
emalangeni. Bonkhe bajabulile, kodvwa bacolisa ngesikhatsi lesifanako ngakhala
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ngenjabulo nebuhlungu. Mhlawumbe ngalesizatfu thishela uyangikhutsata ngisho
nobe abengakasivuleli umlomo etihlokweni. Ngalowo mnyaka lelive lasungula
sigaba se-gymnasium futsi cishe bonkhe bangani bami bebalungiselele luhlolo
Iwekwemukelwa kute bafinyelele kuyo. Kimi bekute ematfuba: bomalume
bebacelwa kutsi bokhokho bebakhona kuphela kulolo hlobo Iwesikolwa.
Ecinisweni, ngemuva kwekuphela kwendzawo yekutivocavoca, umuntfu wabese
uya eMessina kute ayofuna bantfu labanelikhono. Batali bami bekufanele
bacabange ngekutfumela imali yetincwadzi, bebangeke bayikhokhe imali.
Ngachubeka ngikhala ngobe bengifuna kuchubeka netifundvo tami. Babese
banginika litfuba lekubhalisa esikhatsini seminyaka lemibili lefundzele umsebenti,
luhlobo lolubi kakhulu Iwesikolwa lesisemkhatsini lolutsatsa iminyaka lemibili.
Labahluphekile baya lapho, noma ngabe ngukuphi lengikuvume. Ngahamba emuva
naphambili, ekuseni nantambama ngaya kulesifundvo. Lesikolwa besihlangene:
emadvodza laphetse lanemphi kakhulu aphakamisa tandla tawo kulomcondzisi
lowafundzisa tibalo, nawo wakwenta kwacaca kuboprofesa base Italy nase France.
Kumantfombatana, umsebenti wasendlini kanye nemibono ye-agraria kubantfu
bebatsintseka. Empeleni, kute lokwafundvwa. Inzuzo yami bekukuhle kuba
nemahloni futsi ngekoma lokukhulu kutsi ngikufundze.

Ngaphambi kwekutsi umnyaka wesikolo uphele, bothishela bebasilungiselele
indzawo yekupha. Kwadzingeka kutsi ngivele ngigcoke njenge scugnizzo. Bekune
coppola yamalume, ema short lamafishane abengekho. Ngatsi ku anti wakhe
wamemeta watsi: "Uyagcokisa kutsi ubeke iCauzi". Angizange ngilahlekelwe
yingcondvo: Ngaya kumfati waBarbiere Liezza kuyocela ticatfulo tendvodzana
yakhe ngekubolekisa. Ngako-ke kusihlwa kwekuphindzaphindza ngagcoka njenge
scugnizzo, emkhatsini wekushaya tandla letinyenti kanye nekuphelelwa litsemba
kwabobabe, lokuyintfo lebeyikhona kulabo labalalele.

Ngelishwa ngisho naleyo minyaka lemibili yendlula futsi ngacedza lesikolo
phakadze ngicabanga kutsi bengingati njengasekucaleni.
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Sehluko Sesto - Vossia uyangicolela

(Kukhanya kwetinkhanyeti)

Ngaba lishumi nakubili ngesikhatsi ngenyanga yeNdlovana make wami eta
kutongibona nababe nemnakabo lomncane ngabona kwekucala. Kubona buso bakhe
lobuncane kwangijabulisa futsi ngiyakhumbula ngalelo langa njengaleli lihle
kakhulu empilweni yami. Batali bami bebatimisele kutsi bangitsatse nabo kute
bangibuyisele  esikolweni, kepha anti  wesikhatsi  selishumi  nakubili
wabaphambukisa kulomcondvo: bekatawungitfumela kutsi ngibe ngumthungi
lonelitsemba lekufundza kahle kuhweba. Futsi kwenteka njalo, ngentsandvo yami.
Batali bami bahamba futsi ngahlala eSicily njengesilima. Kusukela ngaleso sikhatsi
ngangingasabe ngisaba nekuthula futsi bengihlala ngikhala ngasense. Bomalume
batsi ngalokucinisekile bebangeke bangitsandze njengabo, lowangikhulisa
njengendvodzakati (indvodzakati nakanjani beyitawudlula buhlungu bami
lobufanako). Lobabekati ngalelinye lilanga wahamba kulomtfungi lohamba embili
kulelive, lapho namake abefundze khona, kutsi angibute kutsi uyangicasha yini.
Lomtfungi waphendvula watsi vele unemantfombatane lasiphohlongo futsi
akakwatanga kukhulisa lelinani. Ngelilanga ngemuva kwekutsi anti wakhe aletse
emacandza akhe kutsi amkholise futsi loko kwatsi kuye: - Ngibuyeketa ngenyanga,
lomunye webafundzi mhlawumbe ahamba eTurin futsi indzawo yemshana wakho
ihlala ikhululekile -. Sikhatsi sekubhala, ngemuva kwenyanga anti wami
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wangitfumela elabhorethri. Lentfombatana, lengazange idlule imitha nesigamu
ngebudze, yangemukela: - Kulungile, ngitakutsatsa ngoba ubuhlungu, ngicabanga
kutsi unconota kuta kimi, kunekutsi ube semaphandleni na anti wakho -.
Bekangaphutsi kutsi ucabanga kanjalo. Ngelilanga lelilandzelako ngineminyaka
lesiphohlongo ngatetfula. "Lebhorethri icala kubhebha,” kwasho yena - bese
uyawufaka phansi -. Lendzaba yacala kunginuka. Ngacala kuhlanta njengobe
bengikhona. Bengincane ngebukhulu, bengingu-12, kodvwa ngakhombisa
siphohlongo.

Bengingati kutsi ngiwageze njani phansi: emaphandleni bekunematje futsi
edolobhaneni, lapho bekunemathayela khona, lobabekati akazange awageze kute
angawadli. Bengetama kwenta konkhe lokusemandleni ami, kodvwa umthungi
wanginika imbongolo ngobe bengingakageza kahle. Ngesikhatsi sesiphohlongo
bafika Kkuletisebenti futsi bacala kutsatsa sitsakatelo kulendzaba lensha
(umntfwana). Bonkhe bebangibuka ngemoya wekuhawukela. Ngeva tinkhulumo
tabo ngawela emafini angati tintfo letibalulekile ekuphileni. Njalo ngalesinye
sikhatsi bebanginika imisebenti lembalwa njengemthungi, tintfo lebengingatenti
ngenjabulo, bengihlala ngiphazamiseka ngekutsi ngingakhoni kufundza. Kwaba
neluhlangotsi loluhle Iwelilanga: emini bekungadzingeki kutsi ngibuyele
emaphandleni ngadla ngithule ekhaya, ngasakata i-napkin etafuleni, benginengilazi,
libhodlela lemanti kanye nepuleti. Ngamafuphi, kudla sinkhwa lesicinile nashizi
ngazama kunambitseka kusetha litafula njengabo bonkhe bantfu labavamile.
Ngemuva kwekudla kwasemini ngaya kumakhelwane lobekaneminyaka leyimfica
ngeminyaka leyimfica futsi bekangumthungi. Wasita ekuvuleni emehlo ami
embikwami. Lomake bekahlala naye, dzadze lonemilente yendlovu, kantsi lomunye
dzadze wahlala nemsulwa.

Ngalesinye sikhatsi bebangimema kutsi ngitsatse ipuleti lelisobho. Lomtfungi
wangicela kutsi ngimsite ente umfeketi wemtfubi wesiphambano kuletimphahla
tebantfwana. Ngatsi nanginenkinga yekudvumateka futsi ngawushiya lomsebenti
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ngesigamu. Ngalesinye sikhatsi ngatsatsa umlotsa we brazier ngawuhlanyela
esitebhisini. Batsi: “Ngubani Eve lo masker? Ce Pigliauu u Morbo? Ekugcineni
bangicondza bangicolele.

Ngalesinye sikhatsi bengikhuphuka ngisuka emakhosini etintsandzane tase-
Antonia kute ngidlale ngetintsandzane. Ngabatfola kancane ngobe bebaphila
ngemalanga abo ngekulandzelana. Badla nelitafula bebahlala bahlelwa kahle, bese
badlala futsi ekugcineni ngetikhatsi letimisiwe batinikela ekutinikeleni
kwaNkulunkulu bathandaza. Ngacabanga: - inhlanhla, abasenebatali kantsi futsi
bahlala kahle ne nuns, kantsi nginebatali kepha ngiphocelelwa kutsi ngihlale
nalamabhele abo malume -. Ngaphandle kwelwati Iwabo, kugwema kubuta imibuto
lecindzetelako, njalo nje ngahamba ngayofuna anti longubabe lohlala
kulelidolobhakati. Ngamcela imali yekutfumela incwadzi kuGetori, ngincenga kutsi
ngihambe nabo.

Ngenyanga yeLweti ngemnyaka ngamunye bangiyisa eSant'Ugo Fair leyenteka ku
Piano Vigna. Kulendzawo bogogo nabomkhulu babeka umpheme lapho balungisa
khona inyama kanye nemasoseji layosiwe latsengiswa kanye nengilazi lenhle
yeliwayini. Kimi bekulitfuba lekuba ndzawonye netihlobo tababe, ujabulele inyama
lenhle bese unatsa i-gazeth lenemibala, buka tindzawo letimile ngekutsengisa i-
brazier, tibane, timbita te-crock, tesine kanye ne-bumbaelli.

Ngelilanga lelilandzelako besisaya eBadia Vecchia ngekudla kwa Sant'ugo,
bukhulu, umgcwaco lomncane futsi ngemuva kwaloko solo esitolo sabogogo
nabomkhulu labanginika isoseji, sinkhwa kanye ne gazeth, loku kwashaya
libhodlela lelivaliwe nge a ibhola ekhatsini.

Lapho ngaphambi kwaKhisimusi saya kuMessina emalanga langu-3. Besilala
sihlobo. Bekangajabulisi kancane: watjela bomalume labeba emacandza ku peasant
kusuka emakethe. Bengifundze ku-catechism lebekungakafaneli kwebiwe.
Kwasenendvodzakati kusihlwa saya kumnumzane lowakha imifanekiso. Bomalume
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bekutsi bafakazele ngalokuphanako banginika imali yekutitsenga. Etafuleni
leligcotjiwe eCastrangia ngakhona kwakha indzawo yekutalwa. Ngemagala e-
asparagus kanye ne-bow letsite yekotini ngakha indlu. Ntsambama ngajabulela
umoya wemalambu lamabili lakhiwe ngemagobolondo e-walnut lafakwe emafutsa
kanye nesicucu sentambo eceleni kweMntfwana Jesu. Ngisho namalume Michele
wawujabulela lomcondvo futsi bekafuna kungivuza: "Ntoia, uphusha emakhiwa
lamabili aseNdiya", futsi anti wahamba wabatsatsa ngaphansi kwembhedze wabo
lapho bebagcinwa khona.

Ngatsi nangima ngilala eNovara kuphela, ngesikhatsi saKhisimusi Novena
ngahamba namakhelwane wami Antonietta emsebentini lobewubanjelwe nga 5
ekuseni eSontfweni lase Annunziata. Ngephansi kwelisontfo umsisa waniketa titulo
letikhokhelwako. Sabatsatsa sibatsatse nasekhaya. Ngesikhatsi sibuya savakashela
Carolina, umdlali we-washer wanjiniyela, emsebentini lovele usekuseni ekuseni
kakhulu kuleti ngentasi. Ngaleso sikhatsi besekavele ahambe ayodvweba lamanti
emtfonjeni wase San Francessco futsi abenesine lesikhulu, kute agcwalise
lelithange letigodvo. Watsi: "Causi, lindza lapha, ngitawubona kutsi ngabe laba
labadvuna bachubekisa emabhisikidi lamanye itolo ebusuku, kanjalo nekudla
kwasekuseni”. Ucishe angazange abuye angakabi angenalutfo. Ngamema
Antonietta kutsi akhuphuke futsi avule i-brazier. Ngesikhatsi Carolina atfola lutfo
lengingaludla ngaya ekhishini ngiyotsatsa sinkhwa lesicinile kanye nengilazi
yemanti kusuka ku "bumbaello”. Kuze kube ngu-8 sama kute sente emacebo eluju,
sabese sivalelisa: Ngaya elabhorethri, Antonietta endlini yakhe kute asite make
kutsi abe nguye yedvwa indvodzakati lenebazalwane labangu-8.

ENovara kuphela ngeva lidolobha. Ngatsi nangiya kutfola mkhulu Turi ngahlanta
ingilazi futsi wanginika "ku Sna" (tip). Ngahamba ngayotsenga le-nail polish.
Ngaphindze ngatsenga le solvent kutsi ngiyikhiphe nangiva kutsi ngitawuhlangana
nabomalume. Ngasebentisa i-borotalco njengemphuphu yebuso. Maye: ngalelinye
lilanga ngamshiya ebusweni, ngacitsa tinkinga tami, ngishaya timphunga
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netinhlamba. "Uyitfolephi imali yaleyo ngulube?". Futsi mine: "Awuboni yini kutsi
ngufulawa?". Ngaleso sikhatsi, bomakhelwane bebatfutsele kulenye indzawo.
Ngalelinye lilanga bangimema kutsi ngiye esekisini. "Anginayo imali..." Ngasho.
Bababoleka. Ntambama batimeli belabhorethri kutsi bajabulele umbukiso: timfene
letise trapeze, bantfwana labasemahhashini, endlovu, ema clowns, tintfo letingakaze
tibonwe. Ngelishwa kwadzingeka kutsi ngitfole 8 lire.

Ngemuva kwemalanga lambalwa, ngesikhatsi ngiya eCastrangia, eSan Salvatore
ngahlangana namake wemlingani wesikolo nesikhwama lesigcwele tibhidvo
letitsengwe balimi. Wangibuta kutsi ngingabuyela yini edolobhaneni (ngengcondvo
yaleso sikhatsi wetama kuhlazeka kuya esikweleni nesikhwama!). Ngavuma,
ngicabanga kutsi ngihlanganise imali ngesihloko. Ngelishwa, uye walwa endlini
yakhe, ungivuza ngemantingomane lamane aseMelika. Angilahlekelwa yingcondvo
yami. Ngitfole lira ngekutsengisa sikhungo ku-fantina lady. Ngakha i- pigboard
pinocchi lenemilente kanye nemikhono lebeyihanjiswa siganga. Labanye bantfwana
babatsenga ngemasenti lambalwa. Lomunye umcondvo: tibuko telanga tebantfwana
labaphuyile. Bengifuna emasdies lamibalabala lasobala emaswidi embikwemabha.
Ngephepha lashukela ngasika luhlaka futsi bengikhona kutfola lamanye emasenti.
Ngemuva kwetinyanga letimbili ngakhona kubuyisela le 8 lire.

Lomkhulu noma nje asakhulile, sifuba somoya kanye ne hernia layiletse kusukela
aneminyaka lesihlanu, wetama kutiphatamisa emaphandleni, njengoba indvodzakati
yakhe icishe ingaze iye kuyomvakashela. Letinyanga letimbili ehlobo betilungile
ngesikhatsi indvodzakati -umtsetfo losuka kuMessina ifika: yageza lelilineni futsi
yaphuza indlu kutsi iyihlante kuko konkhe lokubutsele emkhatsini wemnyaka.

Ngesikhatsi sihlangana nayo watsi kimi: - Anti wakho ulihlazo, angeke ukwati
kwenta umuntfu lomdzala lophuyile ahlupheke kule sudicume -. Ntsambama ngaya
kuyobika, kepha anti wagceka lodzadze -kumtsetfo: - lidolobha, lingaticabangela
yena kutsi ufunani -. Futsi ngaphendvula ngatsi: "Ucinisile, ngabona kuhlanta
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lakwentako: waze wageza nge-asidi umchamo futsi wabuya shiny"”. Kuleli phuzu
kwanginikela ngempama ngenca yaletintfo bekungadzingeki kutsi ngikhulume futsi
bengiyi-lousy.

Ngalelinye lilanga umkhulu wanginika imali ngase ngitsenga incwadzi yetingoma
lebeyentiwa emantfombatane elabhorethri. Kwaphela sikhatsi lesitsite ngakhona
kuyifihla, kepha ngalelinye lilanga kusihlwa bengingenaso sikhatsi futsi malume
lovumelanako wacala kuhlambalata: - ngisho naletingulube letimbi, nyalo sewuba
ngumbusi -. Ngalamavi ngamhlwitsa ebusweni ngaphambi kwekutsi akwente.
Ebusweni  bekuvukela kwami akazange asasibona, wabhidlita libhande
lelibhulukwe futsi wacala kungishaya ngebudlova. Bengineminyaka lecishe ibe
lishumi nantathu futsi bekukuphela kwesikhatsi latsi kumfati wakhe: - bengati kutsi
umfati we-Italy longetulu uyacala, uhambisana nemshana wakho kulelive bese
uyamtfumela kubatali bakhe -. Ngaleso sikhatsi ngativa ngijabulile, ngakhohlwa
nebuhlungu bemiphongolo lebengiyitsatse, ngase ngiyahlala esigangeni
sekudvumisa. Bumnyama bacala kwehla, ngacabanga, ngesikhatsi titfunti
tasebusuku tingena emagala etihlahla kanye nemoya lobandzako lomncane
lobewugcwele emuva emfuleni.

Ngancika e-walnut ngalala ngibuka emafu. Ngaphupha kakhulu, sicumbi
semaphupho lamibalabala. Umoya lokhanyako waphulula buso bami. Ngavula
emehlo ami futsi ngangitsandza kakhulu leyo ndzawo lebengisolo ngiyitondza futsi
ngabona kwekucala ngekumangala lebekukhanyiswa kuphela kukhanya
kwetinkhanyeti. Ngativumela kutsi ngiye kulesimo sekulahla, ngaphindze
ngaphupha ngako. Injabulo njengemanti layimfihlakalo angena ehla ngebuncane
bami. Bengingasuye umntfwana lomnandzi. Tinyawo tami betikhala, ngobe
besetihnambe ematjeni lakhaliphile emfuleni, kodvwa wonkhe umtimba wami,
ngisho nemphefumulo, nyalo besesisetjentiselwa kunyanya konkhe loko
kungabonakala kumnandzi futsi kube mnene. Kepha ngiyavuma kutsi kulala
kancane ngalobo busuku bekumangalisa futsi angizange ngiphindze ngikutfole.
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Mhlawumbe kungako ngisakukhumbula. Ngekushesha nje sandla watibeka
ehlombe lami, anti Antonia wafika futsi ngendlela yakhe, ngekushesha
wangikhipha: "Asibuyeleni ekhaya. Nasesifikile, utamcabuza lesandla ku Malume
wakhe bese utsi kuye - Vossia uyangicolela. -". Futsi bekunjalo.

Ngalelo langa kusihlwa ngabuyela emuva konkhe kutfutfumela, ebusuku
bengingakhoni kulala futsi ngicitsa emahora ngilindze i-spasmodic yelilanga. Uma
ngabe ngishelela ebutfongweni bami ngingatiboni, ngavele ngashintjana
njengekubita noma kutsi ngihlangane, lebekufuna kutsi ngetfusa futsi ngihlupheke
futsi angizange nginginike sihlahla. Ngacitsa sikhatsi lesisele nginemehlo lavulekile
ngihlolisisa tilwane letikhulu letatidvweba bumnyama bebusuku etindvongeni futsi,
ngaphandle kwekuba nemandla ekwenta lutfo, ngakhala ngakhala. Kepha
bekungasiko kukhala lokudzabukisako, bekuyintfo lenye lebengingakhoni
kuyibona. Ngelilanga lelilandzelako angizange ngiye elabhorethri ngoba umtimba
wami bewufana neliphepha lemhlaba, ngako-ke lokunyenti bekugcwele imihuzuko.
Ngabuya ngemuva kweliviki kuphela lapho timphawu ticala kugucuka kwembala.
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Sehluko Sehluko - Emilia

NgeLisontfo ntsambama ngaya endzaweni yetintsandzane nginaloyo lotsite:
umfundisi wachaza liVangeli ngendlela lenhle ngemahlaya lafanele. Loku
kujabulisa kakhulu kucitsa leso sikhatsi sijabulile. Ngalelinye lilanga wasitjela kutsi
umbhishobhi waMessina utawufika ngenyanga yeMphala kute atfole ticinisekiso.

- Phakamisa sandla sakho lofuna lelisakramente ngako-ke ngilikhulumisana
neMphatsi loyinhloko iMonignor Salvadessa Abbadessa.- Angati kutsi ngenteni
ngebuhloni ngaphakamisa sandla sami. Ngemuva kwemalanga lambalwa ngatsi
kuZizi. Waba nemahloni: bekufanele ufune nkulunkululowe. Indvodzakati ye-
postman, Miss Rina, thishela lomncane. Singambuta njani? Ngelilanga
lelilandzelako saya endlini yakhe wavuma. Nga-October 9, 1948 ntambama
ngahamba nebangani bami eSontfweni laseMatrix kute ngiyovuma. Ngelilanga
lelilandzelako ngaya endlini yalomfana longugogoloma ekuseni, lowanginika
libhande lebucwebecwebe lobulukiwe ngetinhlitiyo. Ngacala kujabula. Ngemnyaka
wa-11 saya esontfweni. Lombhishobhi wafika futsi wacala kugubha iMisa
Lengcwele. Ngesikhatsi sesikhatsi sasitinlanganisa e-nave lesemkhatsini futsi
ngamunye ngamunye asicinisekisa. Ngemuva kwebukhulu, bomalume abazange
banikele ngisho nekhofi ye godmother. Bayibingelela kuphela ngekutsi bambite
ngekutsi "commare" nje.
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Ngiyakhumbula kutsi ngesikhatsi sisesemncane ngesikhatsi sibuya eCastrangia
ngaphambi kwekutsi sifike kulendzawo yasemakhaya bekunendzawo yekukhontela
lenikelwe kuMsindzisi. Le zizi yema sikhashana yatsi ngekumemeta "oh bomake,
oh bomake...". Ngacabanga kutsi bekungumthantazo. Ngatsi nangikhula ngavisisa
kutsi esikhundleni saloko wabita make wakhe loshonile, ngekuba ngemathuna
lakhona ngetulu nje kwendlu yekukhontela. Bengingakaze ngivakashele emathuna
ngoba Zizi akazange ngisho ahambe aye edzilini lalabangcwele. Bengatibo kutsi
ngaleso sikhatsi bantfu batsenga letimbali ku Miss Signorino endzaweni lebitwa
ngekutsi "Fussadello” futsi cishe ngeluhambo bahamba bayohlobisa lithuna lalabo
lababatsandzako. Ngatsi nangicela Zizi: "Kungani singayi kuyovakashela lithuna
lamake wakho?".

Waphendvula watsi utawucolisa. - Akusiti ngalutfo kubita "bomake - bomake"
uma ungafuni kubaletsa ngisho nembali. - Kulamagama acishe ahambe. Saya
eFussadello kuyotsenga ema- chrysanthemies. Ngelilanga lalabangcwele ngaya
kuyobita mkhulu Turi kute sihambe siphekeletela lithuna le "Make", kimi gogo
lopinki. Lelo thuna bekufanele limlise kabusha muva nje ngoba ngesikhatsi semphi
libhomu kuphela lewela emathuneni abelibhubhise.

Ngisho nobe bengitigcabha ngekutsi ngincobe lenye imphi, imicabango yami yaya
kubatali bami imini nebusuku. Ngazama kutiphatamisa nangiselabhorethri. Ngacala
kutsatsa kunambitsa kutsi ngitfunge: Ngalungiselela ema-ovacies etintsambo,
ngaphephetsa ngensimbi yemalahle. Ngesikhatsi lensimbi ishisa, emantfombatane
lamakhulu elula leticucu kute apakishe letimphahla. Kugcina sikhatsi sasetjentiswa
kufakwa emnceleni we piombini letfungwe emkhatsini we fettuccie lemibili.
Ngahamba ngayobatsenga kubabe wami lotsengisa tibhamu. Bekungemachashazi
lebekufanele ngikwente ngesando. Ngalesinye sikhatsi bengiphindze ngiphaze
iminwe yami... Ngaleso sikhatsi Nkst Orlando bekagcina tifundvo letisikiwe
letikhokhelwako temantfombatane lamadzala. Bengihleti khashane kepha
bengitsandza indlebe yami kutsi ngicondze lokutsite kuletifundvo. Lapho
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bomalume batjela kutsi sitawuya eFantina siyotfola “commare"” kanye
"nekubonakala”, labo labafika eNovara ngemakhomishini labalulekile balala natsi.
Lapho iComare yabuta Zizi "Uneminyaka lemingaki?" Futsi zizi: - Ngitawukhona
kubona emehlo, ngiyakwati - (Ngiyawukhumbula umbono, angikhumbuli).

Ngesihloko sababe lomkhulu Turi bengiye kuyotsenga sicucu sendvwangu
leluhlata, kute ngihlole likhono lami ngapakisha siketi. Lilanga lekuhamba le
Fantina lafika (emahora lamabili ekuhamba). Savuka nga 4. Bengifuna kumangala
Zizi abeka siketi sami. Bekusedvute kakhulu kangangekutsi bengingakhoni
kuhamba. Ngesikhatsi babona indalo yami bacala batsi: - Sayikhulisa futsi nyalo
njengoba icala kuba yinkhulu kwenta sikhova. Kusenta sibe nemahloni. Futsi
ngajezisa: "Lokungafuni, uma ufuna, ngaphandle kwaloko, utawuphindze ukunike!"
Kepha enhlitiyweni yami ngacabanga kutsi "ngihamba njani nesiketi lesincane
kangaka...". Nobe kunjalo, safika lapho uya khona. Lokuhweba kwabuta Kkutsi
ngente kuphi siketi lesihle kangaka. - Sa Fig Illa - (wakwenta) Zizi waphendvula. -
Bese kutsi uma kufanele sitfunge intfo sifike kuye -. Kutigcabha kwe-civetta...

Ngalesinye sikhatsi edolobhaneni bengibona tintfo lebetingivisa buhlungu. Emilia
bekangumuntu longevako, mhlawumbe angenamakhaya. Cishe onkhe malanga
abedlula endleleni lebengihlala kuyo. Nangabe ahlangana nemuntfu, waletsa sandla
sakhe emlonyeni wakhe. Ngalesinye sikhatsi bantfu bebamniketa sinkhwa, kepha
bekunalabo labangenatikhuhlane baniketa ema cheese crusts bese babhaca kutsi
babone kuphendvula: lomfati lophuyile wahlala esinyatselweni semnyango futsi
washaya inhloko yakhe eludongeni. Ngalelinye lilanga ngiya esitolo ngiyotsatsa
wire ngeva livi lelinemandla la Antonio, indvodza leyimphumphutse. Kusukela e-
abbey, leseceleni kwalelive, wamemetela kutsi emasardines afikile. Nge lira
lembalwa lesihloko samkhulu lobekatfutfuke ngaya kumphatsi wemfishi
ngiyotsenga emahectors lambalwa. Emini ngakhanyisa lesitofu nemalahle,
ngapheka emasadini futsi ngiwafaka ephepheni lashukela. Ngatsi nangibona Emilia
acitsa, ngamnika. Wababuka ngekumangala futsi wakhuluma ngekumomotseka kute
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angibonge. Ngambona ahleti emkhawulweni lovamile, akazange ashaye inhloko
yakhe elubondzeni, kepha waletsa iminwe yakhe sibati emlonyeni wakhe. Ngalelo
langa bengingadli: Kwadzingeka kutsi ngihlante sitofu kuletimbewu letisele kute
ngingatfoli tinyatselo tami tekuvisisa bomalume.

Kulomgwaco, Angela nendvodzana yakhe Nino lendluliswa emini, umuntfu
lokhubatekile lowahamba kodvwa wakhuluma netimphawu. Bahamba nebhakede
kute batsatse lelisobho endzaweni yetintsandzane. Ngalelinye lilanga Nino
abeyedvwa aphetse libhakede, bafana lababili bebahlala ekhaya lami babaleka.
Akazange akhone kudvonsa libhulukwe lakhe. Abete timphahla tangaphansi.
Ngehla ngamahloni ngamvala. Bekungiko kwekucala kutsi ngibone indvodza
lengcunu. Maye kutsi bomalume bebati, bekutawuba lihlaya.

Kuletinye tincwadzi letinyenti letatfunyelwa kubatali bami bengivete sifiso
sekubuka sihlakala. Kwati kutsi Nkst. Watsi nje nakangibona wangigona futsi
wanginika iphakheji leyangitfunyelwa ngimi. Ngayivula futsi ngayimangalisa
ngatfola boya bemvu lensundvu lenetigodzi letinkhulu njengemunwe, sigcoko
sefevisi kanye nelibhokisi lelinewashi. Ngatfutfumela ngenjabulo ngesikhatsi
lomfati wayihlela ngesihlakala sami. Wanginika ingilazi yemanti kutsi ngibuyele
emuva afike agijime aye ekhaya. Ngelilanga lelilandzelako lapho bomalume befika
eNovara batsi uma ngigcoka loboya bangitsatsa ngekuhlanya: kute umuntfu
kulelive lobekanentfo lenjalo. Ngikubeka noma kanjani ngekutigcabha. Ngadvonsa
umkhono wami emuva kute ngikhombe iwashi kuwo wonkhe umuntfu.
Ngangivame kumnika intsambo, ngako-ke ngesikhatsi lesincane wahlukana. Kuya
eCastrangia ngahlangana nalomunye umuntfu losakhulile naye lowangibuta. Kute
ngingenti umbono lomubi ngabuka leliwashi lelephukile nyalo lelingalungiseki futsi
ngatsi sengikhohlwe kulilayisha. - sibonga u stisso -. Bangibingelela futsi
bachubeka neluhambo.
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Nawucatsanisa nebangani bami bengincane futsi ngimncane, bonkhe
"pbatfutfukisiwe". Encwadzini make wabuta Zizi kutsi "ngitfutfukiswe" yini
njengadzadzewetfu lopinki. Kodvwa kute sikhulume ngaletintfo, kwaba yintfo
levinjelwe. Wangakunaki kutsi bengikwati konkhe ngekuphila. Ribelle njengoba
njalo bengitsi kuye "Angisiyo 'inkhosikati lencane' ngoba ngiyaphika". Futsi yena: -
Usho kutsini? Besisolo sikulondvolota. Ngalelinye lilanga kusihlwa ngalala
eCastrangia futsi ngativa kabi. Ngajuluka kubandza. Nangicabanga Kkutsi
sekuyisiphelo lengisithandaze, sakhala futsi saphuma ebumnyameni kwenta
emaconsi lambalwa ekuchama. Futsi bona: "Uma uvuka futsi, utsatse!".
Mhlawumbe iMadonna del Tindari yangivikela. Ngabuyela emuva embhedzeni
ngigcoke straw ngalala. Ngelilanga lelilandzelako elabhorethri eNovara, Miss
Assunta wangibona aphapheme kakhulu kunalokuvamile. Ngesikhatsi loyo
lophakelako abaletsela njalo ngelikhofi lasekuseni kanye nelubisi ngetincetu leti-
toas, naye wanginiketa.
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Sehluko sesiphohlongo - Kundiza kwekugwinya

Kucitsa sikhatsi lesinyenti eNovara imphilo yami bekubonakala kimi kwashintja:
mhlawumbe ngenca yekutsi ngahamba ngayotfola mkhulu Turi futsi naye ngajabula
ngacoca ngaphandle kwekuphazamiseka ntambama yonkhe. Wangicocela tindzaba
letinyenti tekuphila kwakhe nekutsi kuba khona kwakhe bekumatima njani. Ngetulu
kwaloko, kuhlala eNovara ngatfola litfuba lekuya kuletentakalo letibalulekile
letenteka kulelive. Ngetulu kwako konkhe, imisebenti lemikhulu yenkholo, emajele,
kubhajatiswa, ticinisekiso, kepha kwendlula nobe yini lenye imikhosi yemshado,
yangijabulisa. Bese kutsi imishado beyigujwa kusihlwa, bengicishe ngiyewuphenya
nebangani babo esontfweni lase San Nicola.

Ngalelinye lilanga kusihlwa ngabona makoti ngaphandle ngengubo lemhlophe
lebeyiphekeletelwa ngubabe. Candida utsandza lichwa, bekubonakala shengatsi
ngunodoli, ngako bekukuhle! NguCarmelina lowashada neFilippo. Ngatikhomba
ngalokuphelele futsi ngaphupha ngemehlo lavulekile: "Ngubani lowatiko,
ngalelinye lilanga naye angangitsintsa...".
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Ngalawo malanga benginemizwa lengaketayeleki, bekunentfo lensha futsi
lemangalisako emoyeni, benginetinkhulumo. Bengingaphumuli futsi ngalindza
kutsi kwenteke umcimbi longakavami. Futsi ecinisweni lomcimbi awuzange
ubambelele. Ngasemini lomuntfu weposi bekavame kudlula. Ngalelinye lilanga
ngenyanga yeNhlaba ngiva livi lakhe lelikhaliphile: "Field, kuneposi”. Ngatsatsa
lencwadzi, yavela... Domodossola! Make wabhalela dzadzewabo.

Ngiyinsundvu ngekushesha kwaze kwaba ngulapho seyicishe ikudzabule futsi
ngiyifundza, bekunetindzaba tekutsi bengisolo ngilindzele sikhatsi sekuphila: ngabo
12 Inyoni make wami bekafika eSicily kutsi angitsatse angimikise enyakatfo!
Ngalesikhatsi bengingumfati lomncane, likusasa belingilindzele futsi kwadzingeka
kutsi ngitfole umsebenti. Kwati kuphendvula lebekutawuba khona anti wami,
ngekucaphela wafihla lencwadzi ngephansi kwembita lebeyinelwandle Iwema
grooves: uma zizi bekangifundze kabi... ngalesinye sikhatsi malume wakhe
Micheillo ngesikhatsi angakwenti umsebenti emadolobheni weta esitolo eNovara.
Ngalesinye sikhatsi bekahlangana naZizi futsi wetfuke watsi: "Kusikhatsi lesitsite
kutsi make wakho akabhaleli, kukhona lokutawube kwenteka kuye...". Esikhundleni
saloko, bengesaba kutsi lenye incwadzi yafika nemikhondvo letsite. Ecinisweni,
ngalelinye lilanga umuntfu wafika, kodvwa ngenhlanhla ngaphandle
kwekukhuluma ngeluhambo loluya eSicily. Lihlobo kimi lashelela kancane,
bengingakhoni kulindza kutsi i-spasmodic ilindze ekupheleni. Lomsebenti
wangisita kutsi ngingacabangi futsi ngakhona kudlula sikhatsi lesangihlukanisa
nekufika kwamake. Kulelidzili le Assumption nga August bonkhe bantfu bebafuna
kukhomba bukhazikhazi babo futsi elabhorethri bekuhlala kuningi lebekufanele
bakwente, lokungetulu kwekuvamile: bafati labanyenti bebafuna kukhombisa
lengubo lensha. August 13 wanikelwa kubasebenti lebebangatfunga timphahla tabo.

Bengicele Zizi kutsi atsenge lendvwangu kutsi ibe sesigabeni nebangani. Wavuma
futsi wakhetsa indvwangu lephuyile lemibalabala lenemidvwebo yemafindo
laluhlata sasibhakabhaka. Lilabhorethri laselabhorethri langisika futsi latfula
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sisebenti lesikhulile kutsi ngisisite ngimtfunge. Ngelilanga lephathi benginengubo
lensha njengabo bonkhe bantfu.

Kwaphindze kwaba nebantfu labamatiko lebebavela kuFantina. Lomunye wabo
bekabone siketi sami lesidvumile lesidumile. Waletsa sicucu sendvwangu wabuta
Zizi watsi: "Umshana wakho kufanele angipakishe ingubo, kuhle kakhulu!".
Ngatsatsa letinyatselo. Bengicabanga ngemodeli lefakwe nguMiss Assunta
wekhasimende. Ngacela sikhatsi sekutsi ngisike futsi ngiyizame. "Kulungile,
lendvwangu isindza kancane, ilungele ekwindla. Ngitawufika ngaSeptember 20."

Ngaleso sikhatsi Carmelina, intfombatana yelabhorethri, wamema bonkhe bangani
bakhe emshadweni wakhe, wagubha ngalelinye lilanga kusihlwa ngaSeptember
esontfweni lematrix. Ngemvume yaZizi ngaya kulomkhosi. Emkhatsini wetivakashi
kwaphindze kwaba nenkhosikati lebuya ku Domodossola lowamemetela kuhamba
lokusedvute kimi: "Concettina, unemalanga labalwa eNovara. Make wakho
utawufika masinyane atewutsatsa".

Ngemuva kwekuphumula lokucebile ngaya ekhaya ngijabulile. Emalanga adlula
futsi uMkhosi weTindari wa 8 September wafika, ngalowo mnyaka luhambo
loludze kakhulu lolwalujikeleta eFiumara belungabonakali ngami futsi lolungapheli
njengekucala, kwabonakala kimi kutsi ngindize. Emuva eCastrangia ngatjela Zizi
kutsi ngitawumisa emalanga lambalwa ngesizatfu lesisunguliwe sekutsi
lelabhorethri ihlala ivaliwe kuze kube lilanga la 12. Ngalelo langa ekuseni inhlitiyo
yami ijabulile. Sabutsela ndzawonye emakhiwane kutsi siwayise kumakhelwane
futsi sacondza eNovara. Halfway ngabona kusuka khashane make wehla
emgwacweni we mule. Ngihlangana nabo futsi ngibagone ngawo onkhe emabutfo
lebenginawo emikhonweni yami lemincane. Zizi wacala kumemeta "Kungani uvele
ufike? Ucabanga kutsi uyakutsatsa yini Concettina?". "Yebo - kuphendvula make -
ngemalanga lamatsatfu sihamba". "Ngeke ukwati, kufanele alungiselele ingubo ye-
fantina lady." Bekungulesinye sizatfu sekuhlala. Wamemeta njalo. Bengiyi
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Impassive bengitsintsa sibhakabhaka ngemunwe. Kuphela kwami kutsi kutisola
kwami bekungeke kusakhona kuhamba kutfola mkhulu Turi.

Ngentsambama ya-14 sadla. Zizi wavula umlomo wakhe nje ngenhlamba ku
mummy wami: "Ngekuwutsatsa ngasiphi sibindzi, awunayo inhlitiyo, ungente
ngihlupheke kakhulu, angisakutsatsi njengadzadzewabo". Ngabona Michello akhala
tinyembeti kwekucala. Ngaphansi kwe zest yakhe lelukhuni futsi ihlala
njengetigodvo kusobala kutsi emaconsi lambalwa ebantfu bekasolo aboshiwe.
Esikhundleni saloko besengibandza njengemabula futsi bengingakanyakati nhlobo.

Ngebusuku lebengingavali emehlo, tinkhulungwane temicabango beticoca
engcondvweni futsi bengingakhoni kulindza ekuseni kutsi ngihambe. Lomake beka-
ode letekisi kumnumzane lobitwa ngekutsi "Cauzi i wolf" (emabhulukwe emphisi).
Ekulani savuka, kutsintsa kwekugcina -up kuya ekhadini lebhodi kanye
nekubingelela bomalume. Ngesikhatsi sekuhamba, anti wami washiya igumbi lakhe
akhala, anetinwele letingakacini, futsi watilahla etinyaweni tamake, ancenga:
"Nyalo ngitangibulala futsi utofa ngonembeza wakho imphilo yonkhe!
Ngiyakucela. , wena, ngimbuta emadolweni akhe - watsi - ngingumfati lophuyile
nje, ngingedwa futsi ngiphatfwa njengesilwane sendvodza yemanga, kute umuntfu
longitsandzako.

Ngetinwele letingcolile kanye nebuso lobuyinhloko beludzaka, washaya phansi
ngekutsi acalekise yonkhe indzawo. Make wami bekacondze kutsi lodzadze
sewuyingoti futsi ulahlekelwa yinhloko, afisa. Nanobe kunjalo, akazange anyakate,
akazange avumele kutsi ahawukelwe, abengeva etindlebeni, wabukeka khashane
futsi walindza siphetfo sembhalo wakhe. Ngesikhatsi anti abona kutsi make ucinile,
waphutfuma wangena ekamelweni lakhe, wasiphika kuvalelisa kwekugcina.
Ngekushesha sahamba, wabuyela esitaladini, ngesikhatsi sitfutsa sambona ancipha
kwaze kwaba libhola lelincane lelimnyama lebelidideka nematje. Mhlawumbe
benginelunya naye, njengobe bantfwana bebati, kepha ngiyakhumbula Kkutsi
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ngesikhatsi ngisuka ekhaya lakhe ngivikelwe ngesandla samake, nangibona kutsi
sewutawunyamalala emehlweni ami onkhe emagcugcukile ami ngekushesha.
wagucuka waba lutsandvo futsi ngativa ngitiva ngineluvelo ngaye (ngake ngati
kutsi zizi tinyanga letimbalwa emigwacweni bekakhala kimi kwangatsi ngifile).

Iminyango yetekisi ivulwe ePiazza Bertolami. Ngibingelela bonkhe lebengibabona
kusukela efasitelweni kuze kube sekupheleni kwelive. Ngesikhatsi seluhambo
ngabuka i-panorama kanye nelive lebelihamba kancane kancane ekubukeni kwami,
sathula uma nje lwandle lusekuncane futsi live. Ngalesikhatsi bengikhashane
neNovara, ngalokuphelele! Imicabango lephikisako yalwa engcondvweni yami futsi
bengingakhoni kubabusa, ngase ngiyavusa ngesikhatsi make angiphulula
angicwayisa kutsi sesifike. Ngabese ngilitsandza kakhulu lelo live kutsi sikhatsi
lesidze ngilinyanye ngenca yaleyo mphilo ledzabukisako lebengiyiphila. Esiteshini
se viglier bekunekudideka lokukhulu, labanyenti njengatsi bahamba baya eNyakatfo
ngemapotimende abo emakhadibhodi kanye naletinye tikhwama.

Umoya lomncane wavela elwandle ngeva luswayi lolwakhanyisa tindzebe tami.
Umuva lomnandzi lebengiwuva kwekucala. Salindza sitimela sigamu selihora.
Kimi bekungumoya lomusha. Bantfu bahlabela lengoma nge vogugue "Professor,
umtjele kutsi lelicandza noma inkhukhu italwe ngaphambilini”. Wonkhe umuntfu
wabuya emaholidini kulelivekati. Ngifike kuMessina ngabona ema-vagons ku-
amaze Yyesikebhe sesikebhe ngekumangala. Bekusemkhatsini - September futsi
kuleso sibhakabhaka lesiluhlata sasibhakabhaka ngetulu kwetinkhulungwane
letincane letiphutfumako tekugwinya. Ngekundiza kwabo bebafeketa liphupho
lami: ekugcineni babuyela kute bahlale nemndeni wami. Ngazama kubona
Nkulunkulu emkhatsini waleyo mvelaphi lekhanyako futsi, noma ngingamboni,
ngambonga ngekujula kwemphefumulo wami lomncane. Ngemuva kwemahora
langapheli sehlela eRoma kute siyocala, ngemuva kwalamanye emahora ekulindza,
sitimela lesiya eMilan, lapho bekunesinye lushintjo Ilwesitimela lesiya
eDomodossola. Bekuliphupho. Kuleso sitimela make abingelela bantfu labanyenti
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labekabati. Wonkhe umuntfu wabuta kutsi uvelaphi nekutsi ngubani lentfombi naye.
Bebangati kutsi unalenye indvodzakati.

Ngabuka tindzawo: Ngabona emachibi lamakhulu kanye netichingi
ngekumangala, kwase kutsi tintsaba. Ngabuta kutsi kungakanani lokulahlekile
ngesikhatsi kufika, ngati kutsi lelidolobha lisesigodzini lesitungeletwe tintsaba.
Safika eDomodossola ekuseni kakhulu. Sibhakabhaka besimphunga, imigwaco
nayo beyibonakala ipendiwe bumnyama, bantfu bebahamba ngesinyatselo
lesijubako babuka phansi, ngisho netimphahla betimnyama. Esiteshini sababe
bekasilindzele nemnaketfu lomncane lebengimbonile eSicily eminyakeni lemibili
ngaphambili. Kumanga kanye nekuhaga. Njengobe besiya ekhaya bengizama
kutfola leyo ndzawo lebeyitawuba lidolobha lami masinyane. Ngabala emafasitelo
etindlu kodvwa abemanyenti kangangekutsi ngalahlekelwa yintsambo yetibalo
tami. Bekunemafasitelo lamanyenti kakhulu, netindlu letinyenti kakhulu.
Betiphakeme kakhulu kangangekutsi emehlo ami alahlekile esibhakabhakeni.

Ngazama siyeti. Tinkhulungwane temibuto tadzilika enhloko yami, tahamba
ngekungabeketeli. Ngesikhatsi sesifundvo bengingakhoni kuhamba ligama linye.
Kwase kutsi ekhaya ngaba nesinye simanga ngesikhatsi ngibona bodzadzewetfu,
lebengibakhumbula kuphela kuletitfombe. Lokunye lokumangalisako likhishi
lelinesinki, lempompi kanye nesitofu segesi (eNovara emanti ekhaya bekangekho
futsi bekaphekwe ngetigodvo). Ntsambama wafika wavakashela iComare Grazia
nendvodzakati yakhe Caterina. Bomakhelwane nabo bebafuna kungati. Babe
wasebusuku bangiyisa ebhayisikobho. Lomunye webusuku lobuhle kakhulu
ekuphileni kwami lengitawukhumbula kuze kube phakadze, kuze kube lilanga
lekugcina. Ekugcineni benginababe wami, ngaphambi kwekutsi ngimtsandze
njengoba utsandza babe longekho, nyalo ngiyamtsandza futsi ekugcineni ngca kutsi
ngitive ngivikelekile kube shengatsi ngingumholi wakhe. Ngamafuphi,
kwabonakala kimi kuhamba ngetulu kwemafu, bengifike kulelinye liphuzu
endzaweni yonkhe.
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Sehluko sesiphohlongo - Umnyango wesibhakabhaka

N E
L NS

Ngaphambi kwekutsi acale ku Sicily, lomake bekakhonile kungitfola indzawo
kusuka kuboya futsi ngemuva kwemalanga lamabili wangiphekeletela Kkutsi
ngisebente. Saphuma kulendlu ekuseni kakhulu: Bengijabule kakhulu ngalesisha.

Emnyango wangemukela lentfombatana Tilde leyangenta ngaba ngimoyitela
kakhulu futsi wangitsatsa ngesandla, umfati lomnandzi futsi lomnandzi. Tilde watsi
kimi eMilanese "Hi Bela Tusa (intfombatana), wota, nginitfulela lamantfombatane
lasebenta nami: endlini yaseTeresina. Banesipiliyoni lesiningi, batakufundzisa kutsi
usebente. Uma kunetinkinga - yena kwengeta - ungaba nemahloni kubuta". Ngako-
ke ngekucwayiza kweliso ngatikhandza nginemsebenti wami lomusha.

Ngativa ngikhulu kakhulu futsi ngifaka lolushintjo empilweni yeBela Tusa
kwekucala ngca kutsi kufike sikhatsi sekuya enyangeni. Bekangati lokunyenti
ngaleso sihloko, kepha kusuka kuletindzaba letivakale bangani bakhe labadzala
eNovara, wavisisa kutsi lena yindlela laphenduka ngayo inkhosikati lencane.
Wacondza kutsi bekangasidzingi leso luphawu kute abe ngumfati: abevele akukho
konkhe lakufundzile, lakwatiko nalakutsandzako. Bekungasiyo isibungu futsi
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besekuhluphekile ngekugucuka kwemavivane. Wavela khashane futsi ngemuva
kwemizuzu lembalwa wadlula kulelinye live waya kulomunye. Watitfola ayedvwa
futsi bekatigcabha kakhulu ngako.

Ngaleso sikhatsi, ngacala kuwati lomsebenti lomusha. Ngemuva kwaloko
kwasetjentiswa emagcuma etinwele kumajazi. Letikhumba betimanti ngesiponji
futsi ekugcineni tabethelwa ku-axis yetigodvo ngekutidvonsa kuto tonkhe
tinhlangotsi. Kwabuya kimi ngesikhatsi ngiselabhorethri eSicily ngaphuca ema-
pose kutsi ngibeke phansi kwetimphahla. Nalapha labanye hammers babaleka
eminweni. Kube bekunelilanga lelincane, komiswa engadzeni emgwacweni, ngako
kwadzingeka Kkutsi ngente umsebenzi wetimvu letiligugu tasePheresiya,
imphungushe, mink, ra-muque. Ngesikhatsi ngibabamba bengitsandza kubuka
timoto nebantfu labadlulako. Ngaze ngafisa emagesi e-exhaust alemishini futsi
ngazama kutikhulela ngaleyo mkha ekhasi lelidolobha, ngako-ke lelisha futsi
lidzabuka kulentfombatana leyakhulela emoyeni lohlantekile. Lelidolobha lihamba
ngaphansi kwekubuka kwami futsi ngaze ngalahlekelwa ngumcondvo wesikhatsi.
Babe wangichazela kutsi lelilanga lehlukaniswe ngama-awa lapho, ngesikhatsi
ngihlala eCastrangia bengati kuphela kuvuka kanye nesethi yelilanga. Ngalesinye
sikhatsi ngesikhatsi nginakekela tikhumba, umfati losakhulile esitezi lesisetulu weta
kute angihlante. Wakhuluma ePiedmontese lencane futsi bengingayivisi idokodo:
"Yini i-bela fiola, kusuka ku-ndua ti vegnat (kusuka lapho ufika kuphi)? Cuma ti
uma i-caimat (yiphi ligama lakho)?". Ngiyashintja. "Ngiyavisisa mine
(awucondzi)?". Ngesikhatsi lesikhumba sesomile, lentfombatana yasika kwakheka
kwemagcubu emisebenti yemithungo lebeyiwayala.

Kancane kancane ngafundza kubeka i-frisellina padding, i-passfine bese ilayini.
Ngemakhono ami ngacala kutsatsa i-paghetta yeliviki futsi ngamafuphi ngabekwa
ngekulandzelana netinhlobo tekutsatsa umbhlalaphansi. Ngativa ngimkhulu.
Elabhorethri bekunemsakato: Ngajabula ngeva tingoma. Bese kutsi emafriji
abengakasakateki kepha lentfombatana beyine-icing lebeyigcwele emabhulokhi e-
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ice laniketwa ngumnumzane lowadlula ngencola emigwacweni yalelidolobha.
Kimi, kunatsa emanti lahlobile kangaka bekukusha. Sitofu semnotfo lesivutsiwe
setigodvo safutfumalisa indlu. Bekangenalo lucingo kepha ngesikhatsi kufanele
ashayele emakhasimende wangitfumela ku anti wakhe, umnikati wenkampani
yekwakha lenetisebenti letinyenti. Emkhatsini walaba, ngekuhlangana, ngabona
kwekucala... kepha lena ngulenye indzaba, uma nginesikhatsi nesifiso, ngitakutjela
kamuva.

Ekhaya ngadla kahle, kusihlwa waphuma wayovakashela sikhungo selidolobha
siphetse luphahla Iwematje kanye netitolo lebetinemafasitelo lamahle.
NgeMgcibelo ngahamba namake wami kuya emakethe, lokutsatsa incenye lenhle
yesikhungo, ngesikhatsi ngiphuma emsebentini ngasemini. Satsenga lendvwangu
kute ngingente ngibe lijazi. Wahlolwa. Ngayivula ngekutsi ingijube ngafika ekhatsi
nalamabili ngaKhisimusi. Ngamafuphi, kuphila lokujabulisako.

Wafika ku-carnival. Sahlanganyela nemndeni losedvute neViglione eGalletti
Theatre. Bekuliphupho kubona imidanso lefakwe emaski emkhatsini wemidlalo
yekukhanya le-phosphorescent.

NgeMgcibelo lolandzelako nangivuka bekunentfo lengakalungi. Ngakhala ngobe
lomake akazange angiphe iMagnesia San Pellegrino. Lomunye wemzala wakhe
wase Martigy wafika. Kudla kwasemini natsi. Ntsambama ngativa ngimangalisa,
bekubonakala shengatsi injabulo yami seyiphelile. Babe wahamba nemzala
esitimeleni, sase sidla sidlo sakusihlwa.

Ngalelo langa kusihlwa asizange siphume ekuhambeni. Babe watsi kumake,
"Ngitawutfola bangani ebha." Ngabo 10 ntsambama wabuyela ekhaya
eGemandendo futsi wavela ngebuso bakhe lobuphaphatsekile, waphulwa
ngebukhulu lobucinile esifubeni. "Tesa, lungiselela i-chamomile”. Ngesikhatsi babe
atfululela embhedzeni, ngahamba ngithuka na-anti kutsi ngishayele dokotela
emamitha langu-50. Wafika ngekushesha, kodvwa ngalesikhatsi babe abeyekele
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kuphila. Satfola kutsi kamuva kutsi i-aorta iphumile. Nanobe kunjalo, bekungeke
kube khona lokwentako, babe wewela umnyango wesibhakabhaka wandiza waya
ezulwini. Kwaba nguFebruary 17, 1951. Kulo lonkhe lobusuku ngahlala nababe
longativikeli wababe. Inhloko yami beyijika, kuhlanganiswa kwe migraine kanye
nesiyeti lebesingasatsatfwa kulelo gumbi lapho tonkhe tintfo taba nenzondo ngoba
bofakazi bekufa lokungakalungi. Angizange ngiyekele kucabanga ngababe wami
kanye nesiphetfo lesinelunya lebesingilindzele eDomodossola, tinyembeti
betingasakhoni kuphuma emehlweni ami ngoba besetisomile tiye endzaweni
yekukhala. Lowo Nkulunkulu lebengicabanga kutsi ahamba ngekukhanya
lokukhanyako ku Strait of Messina, bekafihlekephi? Yini leyenta wasilahla?
Kungani abengikhohlisile kangaka? Why manje sengitfole kutsi babe asusekile
kuze kube phakadze? Yini liphuzu lalenhlekelele? Manje njengobe Nkulunkulu
lapha eDomodossola  bekabonakala ehlukile, akhashane, angabonakali,
bekabonakala enta ngebumnyama, angabonakali futsi angatsatsi luhlangotsi,
lomunyu, Nkulunkulu lebengingasati kutsi ngimetsemba noma ngingamnaki
emalanga ami lasele. Kwaphela busuku nebusuku ngathula ngekuvuka ngemehlo
ekucindzeteleka ebumnyameni cishe ngetsemba lekutsi ngekufika kwelilanga
konkhe bekutawubuya nje ngaphambilini. Ngalawo malanga labuhlungu, nemndeni
wami useceleni kwemfucuta, wavisisa kutsi lipharadesi bekungasiyo indzawo
yemantfombatane.

Lobunye balobo busuku, ekuseni kakhulu ngawa futsi ngemuva kwekulala
lokuhlushwako ngacwila ephusheni lelimnandzi: Ngatikhandza ngisechibini, kwase
kutsi babe wangibona ngemehlo futsi ngibhekene nekucwiliswa ekukhanyeni
kwesibhakabhaka. Nyalo buso bakhe abusahlupheki futsi besebubuya buhle.
Wangimoyitela kakhulu, wangitsatsa sandla, wangigona futsi wacala kukhuluma
nami. “"Mntfwanami - watsi - lengifuna kukutjela kona manje lutsandvo
Iwami,konkhe lokuhle lengikufunako..."""."
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Ngalesinye sikhatsi ngicabanga ngalelo phupho neluhambo Iwami Iwekugcina,
ngicabanga ngekutsi Simakadze angishayele nini, ngitsandza kucabanga kutsi uma
ngiwela umnyango wesibhakabhaka, babe wami ungilindze, agcoke kangako
ngalelo langa kusihlwa lokungiholele ekutsi i-cinema: naye Sinetintfo letinyenti
lesisitjela tona, kufanele sitsatse leyo nkhulumo lephazanyiswe ngalobo busuku
lobubandzako laFebruary phakadze naphakadze. Kungaba vyindlela lencono
kakhulu, ngicabanga kutsi, kucala luhambo Iwami Iwekugcina.

Lomake wahlala aphelelwa litsemba ngebantfwana labane futsi ngaphandle
kwempesheni ngoba babe bekayi-cobbler lelula. Tonkhe tinhlungu nato tonkhe
buhlungu bemhlaba besetiwele emndenini wetfu lophuyile webantfu lababuya
kulamanye emave.

Kude nelive letfu, khashane nekuphila, besitinhlavu tesihlabathi lebetidvonswe
ngumoya wasehlane.

Make walahlekelwa nguye nemphefumulo wakhe wonkhe. Besekube
ligobolondvo lelite lutfo. Umtimba wakhe bewutsatfwa njengesicucu setigodvo,
akazange ayekele kuvuza kanye nekubuka kwakhe lokulahlekile, ebusweni
lobusemhlabeni futsi ngaphandle kwekuveta, wahlala acinile imizuzu yonkhe
abheke endzaweni lekhashane, abheke ethuneni laBabe. Besekufana nesipoko
lesihlaselwe kungenteki kutsi sikhohlwe. Ngabona umzuzu lapho bekatawuwela
khona futsi acwile ekuphelelwa litsemba ngaphandle kwetindlela tekuphuma.
Ngazama kumnyakatisa, ngakhuluma naye ngizama kumjabulisa. Ngendlela
lemangalisako letindzima betihlehlise  ngalokuphelele:  bekuyindvodzakati
leyadvudvuta make, yakhuluma tindzaba tayo kute imlungiselele kutsi aphile
ngaphandle kwendvodza yakhe futsi amsite akhohlwe. Mine, indvodzakati lendzala,
bengisengakafiki eminyakeni lengu-15 budzala.

Ngemuva kwekudla kwakusihlwa ngabuyela emsebentini kusuka eboya kute
ngivuse letinye tira letimbalwa. Kwaba ngimi lowazama kugcina lilangabi
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lelitsemba liphila. Kepha ekupheleni kwamake wami, angati kutsi kanjani,
mhlawumbe ngemandla ekuphelelwa litsemba, emkhatsini wekukhala bese
lomunye walayisha umhlaba wonkhe emahlombe akhe futsi kancane kancane
wabuyela emthungweni ngekupheka letinye tiketi kanye nengubo yekugcoka..

73



Sehluko se-Decimo - La Bela Tusa

Ngenyanga yeNkhwenkhweti ngalowo mnyaka umnaketfu lomncane wagula
ngesifo sesimungumungwane futsi naye wakutsatsa, angakamvumeli ngesikhatsi
asesemncane. Ngesikhatsi ngisembhedzeni ngeva make avula umnyango. Lomunye
bekadlale insimbi. Ngase ngiva livi laZizi naMichello. Bengikhatsatekile:
ngaphambi kwekutsi bangiletse eDomodossola kutsi ngiyobona batali futsi nyalo
sebaticedzile. Basala cishe liviki, base bahamba badvumatekile kancane ngoba
bebanelitsemba lekutsi ngibuyele nabo eSicily. Ngenyanga yelweti, kwafika
incwadzi yaBordeda lebuya kuBlack. Lomake wetfuka, wavula sandla sakhe
savevetela sandla sakhe. Ngambona akhala: Zizi wamemetela kufa kwaTri Tri.
Bebamtfole afile emaphandleni aseBordonaro mhla tinge-8 Lweti. Bekaneminyaka
lengu-87 budzala. Ngemnyaka lolandzelako bekunekungajabuli lokukhulu kakhulu,
ngesikhatsi ngengoti loluphenyo Iwaholela ekufeni kusuka ekuphefumuleni
ngeliduku emphinjeni, latfolakala ngesikhatsi sekukhishwa. Lelicala belentiwe
ngumfati kanyekanye nemnakabo, bomakhelwane emaphandleni, kutsi bebe
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impesheni ye-11,000 lire. Kamuva bakhonta ejele labaneminyaka lengu-24 budzala
yena kanye neminyaka lengu-12 budzala kute bacudzelwe.

Ngachubeka ngidvumatekile. Ngemali lencane bewungeke utsatse phambili
kubantfu laba-5. Miss Tilde wangiluleka kutsi ngicoshwe mbumbulu kutsi ngikhone
kubhalisa ehhovisi lekubeka. Ngangivame kuya kuyohlola kutsi kukhona yini
umsebenti, kodvwa ematsemba abembalwa. Nga April '53 bengati kutsi batsatse
lamanye emantfombatane efemini. Bebangadzingi, bobabe babo besebavele
basebenta. Ngabese ngiya ehhovisi ngiyobhikisha: Bekudzingeka kutsi ngisebente
kakhulu kunalabanye. Ngenyanga yeNkhwenkhweti ngagcina ngingene efekthri
lapho khona emabhande e-elastic, tintambo teticatfulo, ematheyiphu, ema-tubulars
etintambo tagezi akhicitwa. Umsebenti lomatima ngekushintja njalo ngeliviki 6-13
na 13-21. Ngesikhatsi setikhatsi ngaphindze ngaya kuloboya kute ngijikelete
umholo futsi nginikete make impumuzo.

Kwefika August. Kulamaholidi, Cotare Grazia kwadzingeka kutsi aye eSicily kuze
atfole lomake losakhulile. Ngakhetsa kuhamba nendvodzakati yakhe Caterina.
Sahamba ngesitimela lesiya eMilan sase siya eRoma, lapho safika khona ebusuku.
Bekutawulindza emahora lambalwa kutsi sitimela siye eSicily.

Esiteshini satfola emagwebu, futsi emkhatsini wato ngumlingisi wase Novara,
Salvatore Furnari, kanye nelisotja lengingakhumbuli. Ngesikhatsi Nkst. Grazia
aphumula ebhentjini Caterina futsi ngacelwa kutsi sihambe. Basiyisa esikweleni sa-
Esedra kute bayodla i- mottarello. Kwabonakala shengatsi icala kuphila kabusha.
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Ngesikhatsi sifika esitimeleni sesivele sigcwele, Nkst. Grazia waphutfuma
wachubeka netikhwama letimbili. Lesitimela besingakami ngalokuphelele futsi
uwela elulweni etitimeleni. Mine, Caterina kanye nesicumbi sonkhe lesibitwa
ngekutsi simemeta babe waphakadze njengoba samkhipha ngekugcwala
kwebuhlungu kepha aphila ngesimangaliso. Wala kutsi aletfwe esibhedlela.
Ngemuva kwelihora lesitimela sahamba. Ngaphambi kweMezzogiorno safika
esiteshini saseTurme Viglier lapho satsatsa khona ibhasi leyaholela eNovara Sicilia,
tivakashi taseZizi naseMichello.

Basemukela njengetivakashi tenhlonipho. Ngebusuku bonkhe labatsatfu eLatvian,
Caterina asikavali liso. Nkst. Grazia bekagcwele buhlungu. Ngebusuku lobufanako
kwamangalisa: lamanye emajaha saba ngu serenade ngesigingci kanye ne violin,
kepha malume Micheillo, locasukile, wenta kutsi abaleke.

Make waCaterina wacitsa cishe sonkhe sikhatsi embhedzeni. Waphuma kabili
kuphela emalangeni lalishumi kutsi ahambe ayovakashela lomake losakhulile.
Ntsambama ngaya kuyofuna bantfu lebengifundza nabo esikolweni kanye
nebangani be laboratory. Ngalelinye lilanga, ngabona ngibona lebengifundza naye
esikolweni lobekafika kutewungigona. Wagcina libhayisikili ngesandla wamcela
kutsi angitsatse ngiyogibela. Kwabese kutsi intfombatane lesebhayisikilini
beyingakaze ibonakale eNovara. Watsi nje nakati Zizi wangisola: "Uba sikhova,
bengingasoze ngacabanga ngetintfo letinjengaleto".

Ebuyela eDomodossola, Nkst. Grazia bekalwa nekululama. Ngemuva kwaloko
kuwa, tinhlungu te-arthrosis tatsatsa. Waba nesibindzi kuphela ngesikhatsi ahamba
nemndeni wakhe kuya kulamanye emadzili, lapho bengiphindze ngimenywe khona.

Ngaphindze ngacala umsebenti efemini kanye neboya, kepha bengidzinga
lokuhlangenwe nako lokusha. Ngalelinye lilanga ngekuvakashela lipharishi lase San
Gervasio nase Protasio, Don Giuseppe Benetti wasondzela kimi kute angibute
imibuto letsite. Ngamtjela tonkhe tinhlawulo tami. Wangikhutsata watsi Kimi:
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"Lamuhla ntsambama nifike kule-oratory." Lapho utotfola mengameli we Catholic
Action Mis Germana, lotawetfula lamantfombatane futsi akunikete seluleko lesihle
kakhulu ". Ngavele ngatikhandza ngikhululekile: nginemahloni lamancane ngacala
kwakha bangani. Bengesaba kutsi ngingati kukhuluma kepha ngelusito
IwaNkulunkulu  ngibuncoba bumatima bekucala. Ngajabula ngafundza
liphephandzaba ngalenhlangano ngitsandza umsunguli Armida Baralli: ngibonga
kuye imphilo yami seyiphucukile. Ngesikhatsi lelijika lefemu liyivumela ngaya ku-
Anight mass ngineminyaka lengu-7, lapho ngahlangana khona naDon Benetti,
lowacabanga ngemcondzisi wami wakamoya. NgeLisontfo ngatinikela Kkutsi
ngihlale li-awa ebhentjini lekushicilela lokuhle embikwelisontfo. Kamuva
bangimema kutsi ngijoyine Umkhandlu we-ACLI. Ngato tonkhe leto tibopho
ngativa ngibalulekile futsi ngenta.

Labangani balefemu bangihlulela nge bigoted, kepha angizange ngitive
ngingakhululeki, ngekuphikisana lengibathantazelako futsi ngababita ngesikhatsi
ngaphambi kwekutsi bacale kujika bakhuluma nge vulgarity emakamelweni
ekushintja.
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Sehluko selishumi nakunye - Buso bePorcelain

Ngalelinye Lisontfo lasehlobo mengameli we-Action YemaKatolika yaseJalimane

wahlela luhambo loluya etintsabeni. Ngemali lencane lebengikhonile kukhokha
sabelo seluhambo. Safika ngebhasi saya ku Goglio, sase sihamba ngemoto
yekhebula e Alpe Devero bese siyahamba ngetinyawo saya eCrampiolo.
Ngacabanga ngebuhle betintsaba letimbonywe timbali: i- rhododendris, i-
ranuncoli, ema- orchid asendle. Ema-Blueberries latawugoceka. Emahumu
lanematje lafulelwe ngematje kanye nemafasitelo lakhiwe ngetigodvo lapho khona
emafasitelo awo bekahlala khona ema geraniums labovu nalapinki. Ngabuta
iGermana kutsi umgwaco uphelele kuphi. "Nasesikhatsele sitawuma kudla
kwasemini lokugcwele." Ngabo 1pm sama kunatsa emanti lahlobile lehlela
edvwaleni lelibheke esigodzini. Ngemuva kwekudla, sathandaza futsi sahlabela,
sachubeka sibuyela emuva. Ngatfutfumela ngenjabulo: Bengingazange sengicitse
lilanga lelihle kangaka. Ekhaya ngatjela Mommina ngabona lokunye
kwekumomotseka kwakhe.

Njalo ngesikhatsi ngitfola liposi lelivela eNovara Sicily: wacela kumtfola
umsebenti eDomodossola kutsi ahlangane natsi. Ngadideka kakhulu kodvwa
ngajabula kutsi kukhona longitsandza kakhulu. Kwaphindze kwaba nemfana wase
Domodossola, kepha bengingatsandzi: ekuseni wanatsa i cicketto ye grappa futsi
bekahlala anetihlatsi letibovu.

78



Kuzindla kwasekuseni kwakhombisa indlela yesigodlo, kepha ngesikhatsi
lesifanako bengitsandza bantfwana kanye nemcondvo wekwakha umndeni.
Ngatiphatsisa ngentsandvo yaNkulunkulu. Emasontfo lambalwa saya ema- oratories
emave lasedvute. Luhambo Iwebhasi lwangiphazamisa, kodvwa sibindzi sendlula
kuhlupheka lokuncane.

Ngenyanga yeNkhwenkhweti mhlaka 1, 1954, i-ACLI leneluhambo Iwahlela
luhambo: luhambo Iwekuya endzaweni lengcwele ye Madonna di Oropa ekuseni
kanye nemhlangano wemelusi lohloniphekile eBiella ntambama. Bengingulomunye
wekucala kubhalisa kanye nemngani wami kanye nesoka lakhe Pierino. 2 emabhasi
lagcwele bantfu labasha labesasele. Emkhatsini wabo i-blond lenemahloni
lebengivele ngiyibonile ndzawonye. Nguye: umsebenti wenkampani yekwakha
lapho ngaya khona kuyobita emakhasimende eboya. Pierino wanginika kona:
bekangumzala wakhe. Emini akazange angilahle ngekubuka kwakhe. Ekhaya
ngitjele lomake. Kusihlwa ngemuva kwekutsi ngimbone ngaphansi kwebhalkhoni
lekamelo lelisesitezi sekucala. "Make, make, wota utobona: kukhona umfana
lengihlangane naye eBiella". Futsi yena ngekumomotseka kwesigamu: "Uyabona
kutsi inkantolo iyakwenta". Ngakusasa kusihlwa, ngahamba namakhelwane,
ngayitfola embikwami. Shyly wabuta kutsi angahamba natsi yini. Ngingaciniseki
kancane kutsi ngavuma. Saphula ice sicoca kakhulu. Ngemuva kwekushintja
ntambama efemini kwangiphekeletela ekhaya. Ngalelinye lilanga kusihlwa
ngamentela kutsi akhuphukele kumtfulela make wakhe, lowamemukela kahle
kakhulu. Ngesikhatsi sakhe sekuphumula le-oratory beyikhona. Kwase
kwehlukaniswa bafana nemantfombatane, kuphela ekupheleni kwemhlangano
lebesingahlangana nabo. Siphindze futsi sahlanganyela emihlanganweni ye-ACLI.

Make, noma avela eSicily, lapho khona bafana lababili labatsandzana
bebangakhoni kuphuma yedvwa, Dbasinika kutetsemba futsi sacala luhambo
Iwekuthula. Giuse watsi kimi bekamati babe wami: kutsi ahlanganise imali, abe
bantfwana laba-4 futsi ngubabe kuphela lowasebenta, njengemfana wenta
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iIkhomishini letsite yetimali tetindlu te-barracks timbalwa kusuka ekhaya lakhe.
Ngalesinye sikhatsi bekaletsa ticatfulo tabo kutsi tilungisele babe wami.
Ngangilalela ngenjabulo.

Wangitjela lenye intfo: ngesikhatsi nga September 16, 1950 ngasuka eRoma
ngafika eDomodossola sahlangana nge virtually. Gius, njengobe ngisambita,
bekafike ngelibhayisikili lemnyaka loNgcwele. Luhambo Iwe adventurous:
bekacale kusuka eDomodossola kanye nemphristi wasesigodzini lowasheshe
wahamba ngetinyawo ngemabhutsi asetintsabeni. Bekucishe kungenteki kutsi
umlandzele. Wama kuphela nakabona ingadze yetibhidvo kute atsatse isaladi.
Ihhafu yendlela yalosefa wahamba yedvwa. Strada wenta umtsengisi
wasemgwacweni lonelibhayisikili lelidzala leligcwele ema gallows latawutsengisa.
Benta inkampani kwaze kwaba nguRoma.

Kwefika August. Lefemu yavalwa ngemaholide futsi yancuma kuhamba iyofuna
dzadzewetfu lopinki lobekasemagcumeni eLake Mergozzo kute kube nekuvukela
umbuso. Ngabuta lama nuns laphetse lendlu kutsi angimise emalanga lambalwa.
Bengisandza kusho lomcondvo kuGius. Endlini bekunalamanye emantfombatane
eholidini. Emkhatsini wabo umshana wabo we-beautician we-nun. Ekuseni
ngamhlaka 15, umkhosi we Assumption, kutsi aprakthize wasibita egumbini lakhe
ngemuva kweMisa. Wagcwalisa buso bemakhilimu lahlukahlukene, ema-mascara
kanye nema-lipstick: bekubonakala shengatsi sitifanekiso te-wax. Ngesikhatsi
sekudla kwasemini, anti we nun wakhumbula umtukulu: bekungasiko kuhlangana
kutsi wasishukumisa kanje.

Ntsambama ngibuka lelichibi ngisuka efasitelweni ngabona Giuse. Bengingafuni
kuvela nalobo buso be-porcelain. Kungibona emnyango cishe bekungangiboni.
Ngacolisa ngichaza kutsi bekuyindlela yekuhlola kantsi lamanye emantfombatane
nawo abeguculwe. Ntsambama saletsa ensimini yasendlini. Ngasebusuku
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wangibingelela watsi: "Bona masinyane, eDomodossola, kepha ngebuso
lobuhlantekile nalobusha njengaphambilini®.
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Sehluko lesingembili - Violette
T . '

Ngemuva kwemaviki lamabili ekuvakasha aphindze acala umsebenti wefemu
ngesikhatsi kusuka nga 13 kuya ku 9 ebusuku. uyabona. Nga 9 ntsambama siren
wadlala futsi inhlitiyo yami yacala kushaya ngamandla. Ifolda ifakwe sitembu,
ekuphumeni  kwesango elugidini  lolumnyama. Kwaba nguye: weta
kutongihlangabeta, emahloni wangibuka ebusweni watsi: "Ngako ngiyakutsandza".
Wangihlala endvundvuteni yelibhayisikili ~ futsi wangiphekeletela ekhaya.
Sashintjana ngekubingelela lokulula ebusuku lobuhle. Loku kwaphindzaphindvwa
cishe onkhe malanga. NgeLisontfo ntsambama kwaba nekuhamba kwelibhayisikili
emaveni lasedvute. Ngalelinye lilanga wangiyisa endlini yakhe ngitetfula kubabe
namake, bodzadze lababili kanye nemnakabo. Kancane kancane waphindze
wangetfula kubomalume nabomzala njengemngani.

mummy wami nakasibona sivela ebhalkhoni sasikhuphula endlini. Ngesikhatsi

advweba lomfana, bengingakakhetsi kakhulu. Ngenyanga yeNgongoni mhla tinge-
8, lilanga le-Immaculate Conception, lilanga lami leligama, insimbi yakhala.
Bekangu florist, lowanginika sicumbi se carnations lebovu. "Make, iGiuse
yangitfumela tifiso!". Lokudvumatekile ngekuvula lenothi: bekungasiye, kepha
umfana loneminyaka lengu-14 budzala wahlangana ngekutsi nje. Kwabhalwa kutsi
"Ngiyakutsandza" ngekusayina. Mhlawumbe bekacabanga kutsi ngingumlingani
wakhe.
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NgaKhisimusi wavela ngevasi lenkhulu lenemibala legcwele emashokolethi kanye
nelikhadi lekubingelela. Ngambonga ngahamba kanye ne-mass yasemini.
Ngesikhatsi abuyela ekhaya watsi kimi: "Kusasa kufanele ngihambe nemndeni
wami kute ngidle sidlo sasemini netihlobo. Siphindze sibone eSanto Stefano".
Ngekusa kwa 26th ngasho kumake wami "Angisaphumi nalowo mfana, ngibuyisela
le vase, angifuni kutibophelela”. Futsi yena ngekubukeka lokukhulu: "Uyahlanya,
ungakwenta kube bengingakadli emashokolethi".

Emalangeni lalandzelako Giuse weta njengenjwayelo kutsi angitsatse ngiye
emsebentini. Emgwacweni loselunyaweni noma endvundvuneni yelibhayisikili
bengicishe ngingalikhulumi leligama. Kwekucala emnyakeni wa 1955 ngaya eMisa.
Naye bekalapho futsi ekugcineni wangiphekeletela ekhaya. Emnyango wakhuluma
kimi, "Ungakwati kutsi unani engcondvweni kuze angivumele ngihlupheke kanje?",
Futsi wabaleka tinyembeti." Leyo drop yaphuphuma ivasi futsi yamenta
wamomotseka. Wanginika i-pelvis watsi: "Namuhla ntsambama ngichubeka ngiye
eVespers on Monte Calvario. Lifilimu litawuhlolwa ngemuva kwemaVespers
eklabhini ye-ACLI". Ngavuma futsi ngabingelelana. Ngambika ekhaya namake
watsi ajabulile: "Umfana lokahle lonjengalona bekangasamtfoli*.

Nga 2 ebusuku sahamba saya eCalvary eceleni kwemzila we mule nema chapels e
Via Crucis. Kanye endzaweni lengcwele sahlabela emaVespers futsi ngemuva
kwekutsi sibusise saya ekilabhini. Angikhumbuli sihloko salefilimu, kepha
bekusidina kakhulu, ngako-ke ngaphakamisa kutsi ngibuyele edolobheni eCinema
Catena, lapho besingajabulela khona ifilimu lencono, lenesihloko lesitsi "Violette".

Ngenyanga yaMabasa, eceleni kweSigodzi sase Vigezzo ngesitimela kanye ne
Centovalli, sahamba nebatali baso baya emkhosini wetintanta elLocarno.
Sahlangana na godfather wa Gius, lowangetfula njenge "ntfombi". Wafaka tandla
takhe esikhwameni sakhe watsatsa ema-franc langu-10 aseSwitzerland
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esikhwameni sakhe, wawanika Giuse watsi "kuhle, ushada nini?". Sabukana
ebusweni, asizange sikhulume ngako.

Emalangeni lalandzelako sacala kuhlakulela umcondvo walomshado. Saphindze
sakhuluma ngako ekhaya. Make wajabula kepha ngesikhatsi lesifanako
bekunetintfo letimbalwa letingenteka tetimali. Kancane kancane satsenga emashidi
kanye nelineni. Besingenato tidzingo letitsite. Sahamba sifuna indlu lencane futsi
lenesizotsa. Siyitfole esigodzini sasendvulo Motta futsi sabuka lilanga lemshado:
Msombuluko mhla tinge-19 Inyoni. Ngahamba namake wami esitolo sendvwangu
yasePanzasa kute ngivele ngivele ngiyibole lelosi lemshado futsi ngiyiletse ku-lady
Tilde Pellicciaia, lobekasolo angitsembisa kutsi ngimpakishe ngelutsandvo.

Ehholo lelidolobha ngetincwadzi temshado bekufanele asayine make wami ngoba
bengisesemncane. Batali baGiuse nabo bebajabulile. Kulelipharish Monsignor
Pellanda wasitjela emavi lamahle ekukhutsata: "Ngaso sonkhe sikhatsi gcina sizotsa
ngekukholwa lokukhulu kute ubhekane nenjabulo nebuhlungu lobugodiwa
yimphilo. Ngitakwenta utfole sikhatsi lesibovu eceleni kwe nave".

Bekutawulungiselela luhla Iwetihlobo nebangani labatawuletsa umusa
njengelisiko. Bambalwa kakhulu tivakashi. Make waGiuse watsi "kubili
ngemndeni”. Tira Tira sesifike kubantfu labangu 35. Kukhetfwa bofakazi: Malume
Carmelo Di Gizise kanye nami Pierino, umklami wemhlangano wetfu. Evikini
ngaphambi kwemshado, le-oratory yemadvodza naDon Giuseppe Briacca yasihola
liphathi. Inkhosi Furiga yapenda sitfombe sekubingelela ebhodini lelimnyama futsi
yakha sikhumba ngeluhlu Iwebangani. Kwaphindze kwaba nelitafula
lebelimbonywe ngemakhekhe kanye netiphuzo. Ku-oratory bekungakaze kube
nephathi lenjengaleyo. | Collegiate of the Saints Gervasio na Protasio
beyisesigabeni sekulungisa futsi lendlela beyigcwele tibi kanye nematje, kepha
labanye bafati labavumako benta konkhe lokusemandleni abo kutsi bayihlante
ngekuhlonipha Joseph na Concetta.
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Ngenyanga yeNyoni ngamhlaka 16, Zizi na Micherillo bafika, batfutsa ngoba
Concettina bekasatawushada futsi kwadzingeka kutsi ahambe naye elatini ngekutsi
atsatse indzawo yababe lobekasehambile.

Ngaleso sikhatsi, letinye tipho tafika: umenzi welikhofi, umutsi wekhofi, tibuko te

rosolio, tinsita te flat kanye ne cutlery letivela etihlotjeni nebangani labatfole umusa
wemshado, ibhethri yasekhishini lebuya ePierino nakubomalume. Lesento
semaKatolika lesisikati sasinika sitfombe njengengono neMndeni Longcwele,
umsiti waDon Benetti i-vase yetimbali leluhlata lemangalisako lenemihlobiso
yesiliva.

Ngebusuku be-eve bebubudze. Bengicabanga ngaMamomy lowahlala
nebantfwana labatsatfu basebancane futsi banetinsita letimbalwa. "Unekukholwa
lokuncane, sikolo sa-oratory asikakufundzisi kutsi empilweni kuhlala
kunekunikela?", ngasho kimi. NgeMsombuluko 19th ngavuka nga 7. Nkst Tilde
wafika nengubo ye-lace. Wagcoka wangibeka leveli lebengiyitsenge eMilan. Nga 9
itekisi yafika kutsi ingifike esontfweni. Ngadideka, ngatfola lwandle lwebantfu
labangibonako. Gius bekavele ase-al’thare lebelingilindzele nge-mazzolino ye-
orange blossom, lephekeletelwa ngudzadzewabo Rosa ngoba make Olimpia
bekatawujabula kakhulu ngendvodzana yekucala leyashada. Ngajoyina yena
ngiphekeletelwa ngumalume wakhe Micheillo esikhatsini lesengcile lesibovu.

I-mass yacala. Monsignor Pellanda naye bekajabulile. Ngikhumbula homily
lengahluleki, sibusiso setindandatho, setsembiso sekwetsembeka kuyo yonkhe
imphilo futsi, ekupheleni kwemkhosi, emasayinimenti. Ngesikhatsi make waPierino
aphuma, naye lowaba ngu-anti wami ngaleso sikhatsi, wabeka libheji labomake
besento semaKatolika esifubeni sami.
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Sehluko seshumi nakunye - Kuphila lokusha

Ngemuva kwalomkhosi esontfweni, walandzela kuphumula ebhaleni le Grandazzi
nge Castellazzo. Emkhatsini walomunye umcabuzo kantsi lomunye uye
etivakashini satsatsa le-aperif ngema-pizza kanye nemakhekhe. Kubingelela kanye
nekumanga lokukhetsekile ku Olimpia na Armando lobekahambe na Make Kkutsi
atsatse lelipotimende, bese ugijima waya esiteshini kutsi atsatse sitimela se 12
nekota ye honeymoon.

Make wakhala eDirotto. Sangena egumbini. Tisebenti tamemetela kuhamba
ngekushaya kwemfene ngesikhatsi mine naGiuse sisihola efasitelweni
ngekuvalelisa kwekugcina. I-adventure yekuphila kwetfu yacala.

Kufika eFlorence sahamba saya ehhotela lelikhonjiswe nguNksz Tilde, boya.
Emnyango wekunetisa samukelwa ngumculo, kwase kutsi umtsengisi
wasiphekeletela ekamelweni lebelisesitezi sesitsatfu. Kutsi konkhe bekukusha,
ngisho nekulala embhedzeni lophindvwe kabili.

Ngelilanga lekucala savakashela lelidolobha, kwesibili saya esikweleni
seMichelangelo lapho bewukhona khona kutsandza konkhe kwaFlorence. Satsatsa
titfombe: Ikhamera yaGiuse nge roll ingatsatsa titfombe letisiphohlongo
letimnyama naletimhlophe.

Lilanga lesitsatfu lihamba eRoma. Leli hhotela belinesizotsa kakhulu ngoba lemali
beyibeka eceleni imihlatjelo bekufanele ibe kwanele. Samisa emalanga lambalwa
kutsi sivakashele ema-basilica lamane lawabona eMnyakeni Longcwele kanye
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nemtfombo weTrevi. Siphindze sabuyela eFontana dell'Essra, lobo ngebusuku
lobudvumile ba '53 ngesikhatsi Nkst Grazia awele ngaphansi kwesitimela.

Kwefika sikhatsi sekutsi sihambe siye eSicily. Ngemuva kweluhambo loludze,
sitimela safika eCalabria futsi ekugcineni sisuka eVilla San Giovanni sabona Sicily.
Giuseppe wajabulela leto tikhatsi: sitimela lebesigcwele iFerry-Boat, iMadonnina
lesetulu emnyango welichweba lase Messina.

Esiteshini kwakufanele alindze malume Carmelo umnakabo lomake nemkakhe
Gaetana kanye nemadvodzakati akhe Rosetta na Antoetta.

Basemukela njengetikhulu letimbili. Sama emalanga lamabili ngekuvakashela
Messina: iwashi le Dumomo lebengilibonile ngisemncane, iMadonna di Montalto
kanye naletinye tikwele letinhle kakhulu.

Bekunephutsa linye kuphela kuleyondlu: ngesikhatsi sekudla kwakusihlwa,
bomalume nabomzala bagcoke futsi esikhundleni sekuhlala etafuleni batsi:
"Asihambeni siyohamba elwandle”. Mine naGiuse sangishiya umsebenti sancika
ngeli longuor. Ngabo 11 ntsambama wabuyela ekhaya futsi anti wakhe wacala
kupheka. Ngalobunye busuku wafaka iminenke kulesosi ngeligobolondvo, kepha
lokubalulekile kutsi kunelutsandvo, hhayi imikhuba.

Ngelilanga lesitsatfu bahamba natsi nesitimela ngetinyembeti letimbalwa.
Esiteshini saseTurme Viglier bekuneMalume Michello nemshayeli wetekisi kute
afike eNovara. Zizi, Anti Maricchia na Anti Peppina bebasilindzele kulelive.
Kwabonakala ngempela kutsi iPricipi of Domodossola yafika.

Ngelilanga lelilandzelako saya eBadiavecchia kuyofuna gogo longubabe Concetta
nabomalume, bodzadze kanye nabomnakabo. Esigcawini nemgcwaco wagogo,
bantfu labanyenti labahlala kulendzawo bebabutsene labangati ngisemncane futsi
bakhumbula labanye bantfu kakhulu: "Concettina wafika nendvodza yakhe!"
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Kumanga, kuhaga, buso lobubovu. Kwabonakala ngiliphupho lami.
Besekwendlule iminyaka lemihlanu ngyahamba kusukela ngaphuma kulelive.

Ngemuva kwemalanga lamabili satihambisa siphekeletelwa ngumshayeli wetekisi
"Cauzi | Lupu" eTaormina. Emini wasiyisa endzaweni yekudlela, lapho
besiphakelwa khona ngemagilavu lamhlophe. Mine naGiuse sibukana ebusweni
kutsi sitsi: "Imali itakwenela yini Kkitsi?". |-Taormina levakashile bese ibitwa
ngekutsi yiCastelmola ngaphansi kwazamcolo, ngasekusihlwa sabuyela eNovara,
sikhatsele kepha senetisekile.

Ngelilanga lelilandzelako besekuvele kusikhatsi sekubuyela eDomodossola.
Letibopho tekuphila lokusha betisilindzele.
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Sehluko seshumi nakune - Tidleke tetfu tekucala

Noma sengivele ngicala luhambo loluya eDomodossola ngabo 1950 na '53, kwaba
shengatsi ngicale ngca: Ngaya kuyohlangana nemphilo lensha yebantfu lababili.

Lapho ibhodi yesitimela eFerry-Boat safika ethafeni kute sibone iMadonnina del
Porto Porto futsi Sicily kancane kancane babaleka.

Ngetinyembeti sabuyela encola, sihleti emabhentshini etigodvo. Kwabese kutsi
bekute emabhanisi.

Kanye ebusuku sacala kwenta ne nun nentsamo ngekulenga. Njalo nje bese sivuka
sibuka ngaphandle kwelifasitelo. Etiteshini letibalulekile, inhlayiya yamemetela
ngekumemeta ligama lelidolobha. E Naples eceleni kwetindlela bekungu
"guaglioni" lowatsengisa ema pizza. Smurly benta imali kucala kubahambi, kwase
kutsi sitimela sihambe futsi bahlala imali ne pizza kubo.

Kancane kancane sasondzela eMilan. Ngesikhatsi ngisesitimeleni leya
eDomodossola ngeva kutsi lomuva uhlangabetana kwekucala eminyakeni lengu 5
ngaphambili: Lake Maggiore, Tintsaba tase Ossola, luphahla Iwematje. Lesikhatsi
ngikanye nemyeni wami Gisezi. Ngasemini safika lapho siya khona.

BekunaMamina futsi babe waGiuse Armando bekasilindzele. Bekuliphathi: kube
bebangakhona kwenta tinsimbi tidlale.

Kudla kwasemini lokusheshako lokuvela kuMake Olimpia bese esidlekeni setfu
lesisha esigodzini saseMotta kute siphumule. Ngelilanga lelilandzelako ngaphindze
ngacala umsebenti wami kulefemu futsi Giuseppe wabuyela endzaweni yekwakha.

Lomcabango waya kuMamommy ngekungasekelwa, kepha umcondzisi wami
wakamoya Don Benetti wangikhutsata kutsi ngithandaze, ngicinisekise kutsi bantfu
labanyenti bayabatsandza. Ngaletinye tikhatsi mine naGiuse saya esidlweni
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sasemini  endlini yakhe, futsi wajabula. Ngaleso sikhatsi, lomunye
wabodzadzewetfu abewutfolile umsebenti ngekutsi afake sandla ngekusekelwa
lokusha kwemndeni.

Ngemuva kwesikhashana samemetela kuMamina, kumake Olimpia nababe
Armando labatawuba bogogo nabomkhulu ngaJulayi.

Ngacala kutiva nginekugula lokukhulelwe kepha umsebenti wemsebenti wabitwa.
Ngemuva kwaloko tisebenti betingavikeleki njenganyalo. Giuse wakhona kutfola
umsebenti loncono kunendzawo yekwakha yangaphandle: emafemu etintfo
tetigodvo letifana nemigogodla yemigodzi, emathulusi ekuveta skein yeboya kanye
ne "panels" (ngetulu kwetigodvo). Ngenyanga yesihlanu sacala luhambo Iwetitolo
sifuna situlo sebakhubatekile semntfwana losandza kutalwa losandza kutalwa.
Bubanti bebukhula kunesigcoko sekungena futsi kwadzingeka kutsi sincume
kushintja indlu.

Kwabese kutsi kute ema-ejensi, saya kuyobuta lapha nalaphaya. |-Providence
yenta kutsi sitfole indlu esitezi sesibili sendlu nge-Scapaccino, edvute nelabhorethri
yeboya.

Ngesikhatsi lesincane sahlela lesinyatselo. Besingekho enkhabeni yelidolobha,
kodvwa hhayi khashane, edvute nemsebenti wami.

Irenti yanyanga yonkhe beyingu-8,000 lire, nje ngemali yetfu lebuhlungu, kepha
lendlu beyimukela futsi ikhanya. Ebaleni besingaphindze sibe nemamitha lamabili
esikwele semhlabatsi lapho singahlakulela khona emakhambi lanephunga kanye
netimbali, lutsandvo lwami.

Watfola tikhiya lesatinlanta emakamelo futsi sagcoka kugubha emafasitelo
lanelithende lelihle ngeMantua kanye nemakhethini e-lace ekhishini. Ngemuva
kwekutfutsa, imphilo yachubeka ngendlela lejwayelekile. Sifuba sami saba
nekukhula. Ngalelinye lilanga lomunye lebengisebenta naye wangibuta Kkutsi
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ngitawube ngisekhaya nini kute ngibe ngumake futsi wangeluleka kutsi ngiye
kudokotela webafati. Ngako ngatsatsa sikhatsi sangasese. Dokotela wacishe
wangikhuta ngekulindza sikhatsi lesidze kakhulu: "Ngeke usebente ngemuva
kwenyanga yesitfupha futsi sewuvele usemgceni wesikhombisa: ubeke engotini”.
Ngelilanga lelilandzelako ngaletsa lombhalo ehhovisi futsi lesisebenti saphindze
satsi nginaive.

Ngaleso sikhatsi, bengilungiselela sitimela ngekutsi ngisebente igalofini
yekuniketa, emahembe, ticatfulo kanye nema-diapers latfolakala kumashidi
lamadzala langinika Make.

Saphindze saya kuyotsenga lesitulo sebakhubatekile, lebengiyilungiselele
ngemashidi lafeketile ngimi ngemibala lengatsatsi luhlangotsi, singati Kkutsi
ngulesilisa noma lomsikati. Ekugcineni kusihlwa nga Julayi 2, emanti aphuka futsi
ngesikhatsi ipotimende lilungile sahamba esibhedlela. Lodokotela wetebantfu
labasikati lobekangivakashele watsi kuGius angaya ekhaya. Lomsebenti
bewusandza kucala futsi kwatsatsa emahora langaba ngu 20. Ngelilanga
lelilandzelako wabuyela ebumatini ngesikhatsi ngisalindze egumbini lekubelekisa.

Ngesikhatsi  lesitsite  kwatalwa umfana  futsi  umhlengikati  waya
kuyoyikhulumisana nababe wemntfwana losandza kutalwa, lowacishe wativa kabi
ngalomuzwa. Ngemuva kwelihora wakhona kwemukela umntfwana wetfu
wekucala, lobitwa ngekutsi ngumkhulu wakhe ngekutsi ngumkhulu wakhe.
Ngemuva kwemahora lambalwa, bogogo nabomkhulu, bomalume kanye nebazala
nabo batjelwa. Bekubonakala shengatsi ngumntfwana wekucala lovela emhlabeni
wonkhe.
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Sehluko Semashumi lasinlanu - Sibonga Nkulunkulu...

Bahlengikati belitiko lekubeletha ngemuva kwemahora lambalwa kusukela
batalwa bangiletsela kutsi ngilale lesilwane senyama nematsambo. Bangihlasela.
Ngaphandle kwenodoli we-pezza lobekapakishe Zizi asesemncane.

Kuhlala esibhedlela ngaleso sikhatsi bekuliviki. Ngaphambi kwekutsi sibuyele
ekhaya saya esontfweni lasesibhedlela "kuhlanjululwa", sibusiso ngumphristi.

Kuleliwadi konkhe bekulungele kuya ekhaya, kepha besekucala kujika inhloko.
Umbelekisi wetama imfiva: 39. Kudzingeka kutsi ngime nodoli wami lamanye
emalanga lamabili. Ekugcineni ngalesine 12 wacishe waphola saya ekhaya.
Lisontfo 15 Armando waletfwa Kkulesitulo sebakhubatekile lesisha kufonti
yekubhajatiswa nababe Giuseppe, umngani Mariuccia Madrina kanye nemngani we
godfate Basilio we oratory. Angizange ngibe nenjabulo yekuba khona kulomcimbi
ngobe labantfu labadzala beluleke kutsi bangahlala emakhaya. Ngenetisekile
ngekulungisa kuphumula lokuncane.

Kuphila kulatsatfu bekuhlukile kepha ngakutfola kahle impela. Benginelubisi
lolunyenti, lomntfwana wakhula futsi amtsatsa njalo ngeliviki waya esikhungwini
sebantfwana kutsi asilawule.

Ngelishwa, umsebenti wefemu wacala ekupheleni kwaletinyanga letimbili. Kwase
kutsi kute tikolo tekukhulisa. Bogogo bebavumile kutsi bamnakekele ngeliviki
ngalinye.

Ngatsi nangikha umjikeleto we Giuse lesitfupha, ngaphambi kwekutsi ngiye
emsebentini wambhandisa futsi wamyisa lapho uya khona. Kulomntfwana
wahlupheka futsi ngakhala naye.
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Ngelishwa bengingakhoni kushiya lomsebenti. Kancane kancane, ngekukholwa,
sachubeka neluhambo Iwetindlela letintsatfu: kudla kwekucala kwebantfwana,
tinyatselo tekucala bekutintfo letimangalisako. Lilanga lekucala lekukhosela Giuse
ekugcineni latfola umsebenti lozuzisa kakhulu. Kwaphela iminyaka lembalwa
wenta umgcini etikolweni temabanga laphansi, ngako-ke wabitwa kuMasipala kutsi
atsatse indzawo yekubuyisana.

Ngaleyo ndlela kwadalwa kubonakala kutsi kushiya lomsebenti efemini futsi
ngitinikele kumntfwana lolindze kumnika umzalwane lomncane. Ngenyanga
yeNdlovana mhlaka 17, 1962 sajabula ngekutalwa kwemntfwana wetfu wesibili.
Luciano bekacacile ngesikhumba lesinetinwele letibomvu, lokuphambene na-
Armando. Inganekwane. Lisontfo 26 labhajatiswa nguBabe Giuse, gogo gogomen
Cousin Mariuccia kanye nababe gogodate Antonio umnakabo Giuse. Futsi
kulesikhatsi bekufanele ngihlale ekhaya. Ngemuva kwesikhatsi sekubeletha
ngashiya lomsebenti kute ngitinikela kubantfwana lababili labahle.

Ngenyanga yeMphala mhlaka 1, 1962 Armando nge-apron leluhlata
sasibhakabhaka futsi ifolda ehlombe yacala kwekucala. Siyiphatsise tinyembeti
letimbalwa kuthishela Leopardi.

Ngesikhatsi lesifanako, imeya yase Domodossola yabita Giusti kutsi
ayophakamisa indzawo yekuhlala esitezi sesibili sesakhiwo selidolobha, lowahlala
akhululekile ngesikhatsi sitfunywa samasipala sitsatsa umhlalaphansi. Emalangeni
lambalwa sahlela lesinyatselo. Ekhatsi besinetintfo letidvudvutako. Ntsambama,
umnyango lomkhulu wavalwa, sasibusa kulelidolobha. Besingakhona kuya
kuletehlakalo letisemahhovisi ameya. Kusukela emafasiteleni etfu sabona incenye
yemakethe kusuka esikweni leminyaka lelikhulu.

Ngaleso sikhatsi Luciano watsatsa tinyatselo takhe tekucala: besekabe ngumdlali
wetisebenti tamasipala.
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Kute ngijikelete Giusea bengifuna kusungula umsebenti. Ngacala kugcoka
emafasitelo, imibhedze kanye nemicamelo yebangani. Lelivi lisakateke ngako
ngaba "ngumfati wemakhethini”. Giuseppe ngesikhatsi sakhe sekuphumula
wafundza kulungiselela umhlangano wemfucuza nekubonga Nkulunkulu
besingayijabulela imphilo lentofontofo kakhulu.

Ngenyanga yeMphala mhlaka 1, 1968 Luciano waphindze wacala sikolwa
nathishela Luisa Cerri.

Sikhatsi sendlula ngekushesha. Ehlobo sahamba saya eholidini sijikeleta i-Italy
nethende lekukhempa. Ngalesinye sikhatsi naSicily edolobheni lakitsi.

Nga July 1973 besikhempa eVal d'Aosta futsi sacala kuba netimphawu tekucala
tekukhulelwa. Ngenyanga yeNdlovana mhlaka 16 '74 dzadzewabo lomncane
Daniela wafika e-Armando acishe abe neminyaka lelishumi nesiphohlongo budzala
kanye nalLuciano labalishumi nakubili. Bekusikhatsi se carnival futsi bantfu
lababuka umnsalo lopinki emnyango walelidolobha bebacabanga kutsi lihlaya.
Lomphristi welipharishi weluleka kutsi sigubhe kubhajatiswa ngebusuku bePhasika,
Madrina Umngani Gianna nababe Nkulunkulu watfola Benito.

Shiya tinkholelo-ze, kulesikhatsi ngaphindze ngahlanganyela kulomcimbi ebusuku
ba-April 13. Ngelilanga lelilandzelako kule-oratory bamenywa likhulu
lekuphumula.

Naye wakhula futsi nyalo sesibantfu labadzala. Bantfwana betfu labatsatfu
basinika batukulu laba-7: Stefano, Virginia, Greta, Lorenzo, Rebecca, elLetizia
kanye naMatteo.

Lendzaba iyaphela. Ngenyanga yeNyoni nga-19, mine naGiuse 2015 sagubha
iminyaka lengu-60 ndzawonye.

Sibonga Nkulunkulu, Madonna nabo bonkhe labasitsandzako.
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I-Maglio yaseMazza Concetta, lowatalwa eNovara di Sicilia ngaMabasa 18, 1936.
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Inkomba

. Indlu yababe

. Kuphuma emhlabeni

. Imidlalo esihlabathini

. Oyili, emacobwebs kanye neliso lelibi

. Letikhova

. I-Vossia iyangicolela (kukhanya kwetinkhanyeti)
. Si-Emilia

. Kundiza kwema-swallows
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. Umnyango wesibhakabhaka
10. La Bela Tusa

11. Buso bePorcelain

12. Violet

13. Imphilo lensha

14. Tidleke tetfu tekucala

15. Sibonga Nkulunkulu...
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